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it was explained to him that the photographs were those of subject he oa 
advised that it was his recollection that subject would resemble the ~ eee 
more recent phetograph but due to his very-slight acquai e with : AB 
him he did not immediately recall him from the picture. stated | es 
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engaged in the scientific ficld in California. According iu e hac as 
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in Hungery the name has simply teen TUDGK satilaN, culd not recall, 
other chan ty attributing kis stutements to general rumor at the time , 
facts conceming subject's fleeing from Budapest end stated that it was 
iis recollection thet he had Supposedly left the country due to the fact 
that after the Kun Regime there was a wave of anti-semitism throughout 
nungery end that furthermore sibject had apparently evidenced or essed 
Some sympathy *ovard Communism or the Kun Regime in particular. 
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that subject had been active in the Kun Governzent cr that he had ever 
attained or served in any official or honorary capacity under that Sovern- 
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concerning his activities and associations subsequent to his arrival here, 
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informed that he had been interviewed by Informant ee 
a government agency which conducts security investigations, in gur 8 
in 1948 and that he had made available such information as he possessed oe 
concerning Communist activities and persons of Communist sympathies in SaaS 
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Hungary at that time but that he did not €lve any. informstion concerning 
Subject nor was he questioned relative thereto, He Turther stated that 
had he been questioned Concerning subject, he could have cfferec littie 
information of value due to the fact thut he was not personally acquairited 
witn him and that his knowledge of him and his activities was Simply de- 
rived from unverified rumors. This information concerring subject's reascns ae 
Tor leaving Hungury after the Kun Government's overthrow has been set forth = (f° 
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me a. aes -. For the information of Baltimore and Boston, a report from 
. CIC dated April, 1948, reflected-that: TODUR SARMAN had joined the __ | | 
_ Hungarian Communist Party in 1918; while an Assistant Professor of Physics. ---—=> 

at Jozef Nador Technical. University-in Budapest. When the Commmist °° ie 
seized power under Bela Kun in'1919, .KARMAN was appointed Deputy Commissar 

of Cultural and Educational Affairs remaining as such until: the Kun Govern- 

“ment was overthrown in 1919, at which’ time ne fled to Germany and settled 
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THEODORE VON KARMAN, WAS, IS-R. REBUTEL MAY SEVEN LAST. THOROUGH!” 


SEARCH OF RECORDS OF COLUMBIA iNIVERISTY LIBRARY, INCLUDING MASTERS 
AND DOCTORS DEGREES THESES FROM EIGHTEEN NINETYONE TO PRESENT, 

REVEAL NO THESIS ON BELAYKUN COUP IN HUNGARY. ONLY ITEMS LOCATED RE 
THIS SUBJECT WERE FOUR BOOKS INCLUDING A VOLUME OF BOUND PAMPHLETS 
ENTITLED QUOTE WHAT IS COMMUNISM, END OF QUOTE, WRITTEN BY BELA KUN, 
PREFACE BY KISHKA, PRINTED BERLIN, GOSUDARST, NINETEEN TWENTY, IN THE 
RUSSIAN LANGUAGE, TRANSLATED FROM GERMAN. ANOTHER BOOK ENTITLED, 
QUOTE THE MOST BURNING QUESTION DASH UNITY OF ACTION, END OF QUOTE, 
WRITTEN BY BELA KUN, PUBLISHED BY WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS, NYC, 
NINETEEN THIRTYFOUR. THIS, BOOK MISSING FROM COLUMBIA LIBRARY SINCE 
AUGUST FIFTY. ANOTHER BOOK, ENTTN D UTE & OTTO BAUER-S WEG, 
UNQUOTE, WRITTEN BY BELA KUN sy yihy GERMAN MCOACE, PUBLISHED BY MUNCHEN 
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BOOK REVEALED NO REFERENCE TO SUBJECT. SEARCH OF GENERAL INDICES OF f 
COLUMBIA LIBRARY RE NAME AND ALIASES OF SUBJECT REFLECTS NUMEROUS \ 

REFERENCES TO HIM AS AUTHOR OF VARIOUS SCIENTIFIC BOOKS AND PAPERS i 
BUT NEGATIVE RE ANY ASSOCIATION WITH BELA KUN OR HIS REGIME. SUGGEST 
BUREAU RECONTACT OSI FOR EXACT TITLE AND OR AUTHOR OF THESIS OR THESES 


REFERRED TO IN BUTEL AS FURTHER SEARCH AT COLUMBIA NOT FEASIBLE 


WITHOUT SAME. FOR INFORMATION. REBUTEL APRIL NINE, LAST 
a NOT ACQUAINTED WITH SUBJECT. 
INTRODUCED SOCIALLY TO SUBJECT IN HOLLYWOOD, — 
CALIFORNIA, ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTYSEVEN, BUT DOES NOT KNOW PRESENT =~ b2 
ACTIVITIES OR WHEREABOUTS, AND DOES NOT RECALL HIS PRESENCE IN bID 
EUROPE SPECIFICALLY DURING BELA KUN on AND THEREAFTER. THIS 

INFORMANT WAS ACQUAINTED WITH GYORGY \LUKACS, WHO WAS COMMISSAR OF. 

CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS UNDER BELA KUN, AND WHO IS NOW 
_FUNCTIONARY OF ‘HUNGARIAN DASH COMMUNIST REGIME 
ADVISED HE HEARD OF SUBJECT AS ASSISTANT TO PROFESSOR RADO|KOVESLIGHETY, 


A ‘MATHEMATICS PROFESSOR AT THE JOZSEF NADOR Seen UNIVERISTY 
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Reference te nade to your nenorandur dated: - 
April 27, 1951, your reference 33-3676, Your genorandum 
noted that an OSI representative abroad had furnished 
tnfornation trdicating that further details conceratng | 
subject's connectton with the Bela Yun uprising tu Hungary 
could be found in theses concerping the Bela Yun Coup, st 
the Columbta Untueraetty Librar eo aa? 
The New York Office of thte Bureau has nade a 
thorough search of the records. of the Columbia Untoerstty - 
Ltbrary tneluding the theses for Yastera’ and Dectore* ~~ 
degrees from the year 1901 to the present date, Thts search 
revealed no theste whitch concerned the Bela Kun coup tn. 


Fungary. 


: In addttion to the above, a d5ook entitled... 2 
“Revoluttonary Feeay” reprinted tn the Engli eb lenguage: . 


fron Prauta, London, 18168, and> written: by “Bela Fan wae fee 
reviewed, This review Satled to reveal any tnformatten....- 
concerning subject. a A ee i | ee En 


Mr. Toleos... .....-. 
Mr. Ladd .........-.-. 
| Mr. Clegg ....-.--—--} 
Mr. Glevin ........-- 
} Mr. Nichole .......... 
Me. Rosen ........-.. 


ere + ew wace 
Oe * 


In the event you destre a further check. of tay 


=n RECORDED ii looe? ld 
Se ie Oo 


m2. 5 oo ae 
carn, a 7 * 


. $3 
2 a=: - 
So 8g 2 


=SOeG® « Ceaer oneorce 


c t 


In connectton with the investigation of subject, 
several reliable tuformanta who have knowleige of the 
activities of the German Comnunt et Party, and who were 
present in Hungary during the-Bela Xun Regime have been 
contacted. One of the tnfornants has advised that he has 
-eard of subject as having been a forner assistant to 
Professor Rado Xeveslighety of the Jozsef Nador Technical 
University of Budapest, Hungarye The tnfornant, although 
he does not know subject personally, hea heard that aubject 
ard several other assistante of the above professor jfotaed 
the Bela Kun Xegtne tn Fungary as a reeuli of Professor 
Koveslighety's influence over them. The informant ta 
unable to furnish ony. further information. 


A second reltable tnforaant adutesed that he 
contacted subject in 1945 after subject had returned to 
this country ‘fron a trip to Hungary. Durtng thts contact 
the informant discussed conditions ifn Hungary with subject 
and states that he was tmoressed with subject's faucrable 
reactton to the Russian Comnunt st douination of Sungary. 
A&G result, the tnformant states that he kaa not since been 
tn contact with subject. 


A third informant has adutsed that he was personally 
acquginted with Gyorgy Lukace who wae Connissar of Cultural 
and Educattonal Affairs under ela Fun, and who ta now a 
functtonary of the Hungarian Conuunt st Regine, and although 
the tnforaant was present in Yuncary during the Bela Kun 
Regtze, he knows of no connection of Yon Yarnen wtth Bela 
ZUR. 


| The foregoing information te furntshed you in 
confidence and tt ts resuested that no dissenination be 


‘made outside the Office of Spectal Investigations. A 


Getatled report covering the above natters vill be nade 
auailable to you tn the very near future. You wtll also 

be furntshed any additional pertinent infornation developed 
concerning subject. 
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Assistant Attorney General 


Janes M, McInerney May li, 1951 
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7 a cour rw riAy 
THEODORE VOR KARUAN 7 


INTERNAL SECURITY ~ R a 


Reference is made to our memorandum dated 
Hay 9, 1951, concerntng capttoned tndtvidual. 


There is attached Jor your further 


Bin0f the report of Spectal Agent 
dated May 3, 1951, at Washtngton, 


f bie 


Attachnent , 
re \ 


WAKsmes aly ; 


190-372586 


SOS 3h aewau Sf 
c 
YY f 


- «SAC, WASHINOTON FIELD 
‘DIRECTOR, FOE 


, : ns “ - 2 Tet Peers: 
Py : . . oe : * aS wet oes ve yee pee Raed te0,7 0G cae ps . pene OM Sa aiae Sh, es a it 
7 = : Bi S85 a. eee “alse “pe, PP Pe ses Te Oe 
seein” Bek a P Bags we Post? ie ae aes e > 
aceon Ue TEEODORE’ "vor “Tani mans ay 5 : ei cg eae es Boe 
id 7 ¥ a “ “2 7 a : » = - 
ae ae Sy 9° ae , RL PT TREES Pook 
ie ; . oo o.Teee SSSR Se Se wen: ~ 2 pe es OS a ‘ , - roma behn ae SS rw en Kae To AS, 
Bet Rak SE Saas og mm ree Sa eeey ee saute: * oy oe SES bet pane ee A ER eg b- . 
2 = « - = —- pane es St ~ Woatirele: ce ee gem SESS “ee 2s o “178 is < Ss: wig Fa om we cee eee 
- 7D a OE op ote eS tale rs a! Ce ee so ce 
Boivece tal, ems Se. fete ee, 23 ‘< 4 a Aee 
. . : ane > s v4 - - . tame Te, 
- 2 - - an? a 


= Pa piior 
< “oS ~ 


ogr Ace ‘etvtecd thte date ‘tet 
returatag to the Pentages fren a sure Grip on Say : Hees 
id,.1951, contacted the Vioe cates Staff of. se. Sosy ee 
Atr Force and advtsed hin that whlle in Surepe we 
had deteratned that he was betag investi pated ed by ¢ mo 
it) 


audject, after. 


a og a - 
er . 
woes ie . 
ose 
Pe ees Ne cea 
s Je. 


Subject aleo aduteed the Air Force thet | 
belonged te the Connuntet Party i% Sernany Sut d{¢ act 


.. ooluntesr eny information concerning Ate i aie . 
-wf£th tke Sele xan reuree ta Zungarge 


of 
O--8 etnen re races. 


Gs authortned the tatervien aad parttct pat 
= 8 


to whon tnvestiatTon 

ontcet Bureau Liaetees 

fa order. ica Grrongenente aor tater- | 

ptew ; " nee oo ee BAN oe sings, 
sTO 


Durtng interctew, subject ts to be spect ftoally.- os 
questioned regarding Ate former posttion as Coustseor - | =~ 
under Bela sun and chi mlbabee. any eoeecs Mapl ort neve: 

Of Conmuntet Pars embersaktp «@ Pe tp | 


“Fae 


“aS 
— 
= 
= 


~ 


te whon © 
‘Questickiag concerat 


3 ac | 

) at wtll nev sare ave gs 
oni: preseatly uac Mavestt gation ’ 

Breate NCCE geo Siras Smee DLS 6 


f AQEBLssoctates 
pat aad 27, 1951, 


: Eg aformatt 
set cut tz ioe 4k gel 
conceratag subject. 


ce ~- Few York 
_ fos Angeles 


ee oP ere ow ke gee yee 


ou a 


MAY 16 1951 


COnwm - o sl 


Par 


m fies ‘5 


—_ 
- 


~ ~ a : 7 

ie . 3 
oe ne a we we Sy If : aot i < ecaerna i eet; ne atria: ” ‘ews use 7 oe 
pete ; - ERNAL 'SECURI TY = R Pee a“ SOLO Ree tee Pe are Be 
ey Hau eee : af : e ary ar tet ‘ ope ae “tae, 

a ae 2 . : God). gi SE ee, * . are * “ee is os : = _*. a : ca ‘. ta. a 
: : a , iy =i. gecee 2 Sem AS bat eee oe ae en 
ea PN Bene) ET es 


->. Rebulet May 9, 1951. 


ve aug me ote 
ot . 7 ~~?" 
Poe Cees in toe “’ 
cn. sn :* +e a, 7. 
@.- = i Pd 
53 
or ae 
” .«- 
a ° 
o- 


it 


- fe - 


= ~ - oe i = 47 *, o 
mad 3. . A zs 7 i J “3% 
- ees Saif.  s~ 22. TOP Nea ee i 
a 7c : as 
a @e oa ~ ae. 
ia vs : - 


‘. . . 2 . evra! foes “,- 5 : 
id OAT Ee be ee aE Oe a A SR, ag ROO hy aay Os We Os ti bee rw 0 Slate; aad 4 <= 
ites est eet Se tebe ee See ee te eis par ea) oo ToT mee ye LRT ES 


~ > 
~ oe Sh be. fa: SN res arse . went tae 7 Pay 
Be GI, Na aa ce) wre Mey ight witha Bo tity. upe : re 4 ie 
baa were BS eR simi Mada ee aE BS, Pe RR ee et athe ee e ee 
~ ae aad me ee ? 
Ce ae aN a 


= Qeiy-1- 


| | | / : ee 
There ts attached for your information a copy | : 


4 of OSI report dated Aprtl 26, 1951, OSI 
33-49 whtch concerns captt oned vt ad — 


You wtll be furnished addi ttenal tnforeatton 


Die PG ly Pl, 


tinvesttgation.- .-- 
1 00~-37E586 | 


Attach 


f. 
RAK smes Va 


(V\ 


i 
. 


traf 
| 


| 


cho: 


: 
in 


7 


1L=D 


TheB Mere. 
we bee bate tens 


EE 


if 


i 


ee ay . L . = oe — 
- eves cnoe ww: ee y i wleteghiae 2 Sear : 
- - co BY. wed not, We he gy tbe ates we 
- ee! RF % 


recetued from OSI as a result of thetr continutng 


Ls Sars : z “oe 
- . 4 . i’ ~~ a : 
+ ote c eo RMN eS hart Get ee, tele ee Yee ee ee. ne oe 2° - 
. < * aes 


' 
ew mee tee oe 


2 
we 


Merit et ae ea eR Re Le & (8 aoer 


ee ae ROO. Oo rh eee Nara sncaraes aenee Meters ee i i i ee a ie ed 
. - Bie ie Ree - ” o< SEER AE 
“« 
~ Se 
o 


MAY 19 ic3t 


ARM 


ee fe 2 eo ay a 


We DELL OF resicg | 


SAC, LOS ANGELES eo Ney 11, 1951 2 
DIRECTOR, FBI fe : 
THEODORE Vox © oe - ‘ Ded 7 
INTERNAL SECURITY + BR —- ie = 
fe &FO report May 5, 1951. 
y - Mew York ig Cuthorized to interutew 
th accordance with the leads sei out {tn 
b10 . report. Priop to Conducting the 

ts to review tts files COnCcernin 

[ Of determining whether 


they ere ta -P&ssession ¢o 
Gny inforaation Rot previously REde available to the 
Bureau which makes such an tuteruien tuadut sable. 


Concerniag 


"tles. 


thor t 


Jec s after a Stutlar reuter Of thet 


fhe intervie: of 


ts not being : EES TT ary a 7 


act that 
Wen Tor) Ye 


Bureau files 
een reltebly 
and Cltheuoh he 
recent interutess, 
sn formation concerntag 


BLEO reflect IT ET 
described as 
has been Cocpéra 
he - 


Aas b 
4 ie i f-- a 


ee gk 
92 DESB 


bl 


ha s 


Pandy 


mS }On the be 


$3 of thay , 
R/oruation, Qu Chori ty bRterview b1C - 
ts not being STGnted at. this time. — ee -<}* 
RECORDED . gy ot oie, Sa 
- I... yell AAS §-X- 97 
2 aN: ae ry EN? 
a yg OTOP” OLASSIFIED 8 


‘A Beye 
Cc = Washington Fie GE *X? ww" ANP DEC 
Beal ttnore ve 

Boston 


New York 


a> Sa 
mo . hint 


een en oe 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT | a 


1 To : TIPES?CR, FEI DATE: May 1?, 1951 
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Ii fuox : Sf5. TCS ANGELES . 7 Wi a 
7 SUBJECT: TPRCNO AE voN KA RMAN ¢ \ 1, 2a Oe 
—_ INTERYAL SECURITY - R aad | 


Rebufile 100-372586 in sbove captioned matter, 


te New Vork letter dated 3/22/51 captioned, 


Interne) Sea: a © rerorting the results of a detailed PRUErVEEW 
with in Peris, France in January, 1951. ue 
4 it is observed therein the was apnagently offi- — 
: clelly conne with the Ccnnunist reg SEI; in hungary ¥ 
ae i Lore incicated that he hed Posiecs : 


m Hungary from 
e &t law school at the 


military service in- 
OVf ana jc Onn 


at leest 199, O20 inelud$ 
“niversity cf Bucsesest from 
the Austrian-“unzerian ergy cppioe 
Nlovnent efite 
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stated also that after his duties ich 
-in 1¢1°, the Se-nocratic sovernment in ungary 


re Aommunist. ree: cane in. He advised that 
re worked in the ander the Tommunist recime, 
the léttds cof weith was o:-la Nun .€ wes thereafter mobilized for 
cre @ermy 4S & “Tantsin in cherge of en ertillery er oun when the 
Poumenian an “zecheslovekian arnies invaded Yun - ary. Fe served 


iv. this nosition with tre eray until the end of the war in Aurust, 
1919, 


erv.inate 
was cverthrown a2; 
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a view cf the sbove infornstion incicating ovarticination 
in the Communist remime of = 1A “UT in “unsaryv in 101¢ 
ane ues< Sted thet tre tureay ecnsider the advisabi ility of hav— 
ins SIVACTE inverviewed -recifically concerning Subject's activi- 
ea in Cunvery uncer SILA <UN ain i¢ 1°, 

AS to Tr, PPPCKOeR voy wags AN, it is recalleée thet ¢G-2 
nes fornished infernats es concerning.one TChAR K/RMAN who was 
se nnoointed Nernuty counisar of Tultursl and =ducational Affairs 
in charse of hic-her e€ucetion efter the communist uorising in 
“unrery during 1¢1° uncer the leaders "Of a Ts AUT. this in- 
foristion also reveeled thet TO 4k ™IMAN later fled froy Funzary 
tc teruany where “ continued hiS weabersnip in the So-:umunist Partye 
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CSI has further advised 

interviewed one eae 

of Achen, Germany on and who’ described 
of: 


LID imselt ormer very close fri the subject and his’ -“—= 
b family since abcut 1919. He advig€éa at he had been informed ©. 
| by subject's mcther and also ongKVo} FAKLA that subject had been . 


Minister of Culture in Hungary “under BELA KUN in 1919 while the .. 
latter was in power for a few months. a oe 
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SAC, MEK YORK June 1, 1952. 
DIRECTOR, FBI 
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Re Kew York report May 21, 1951. 


Pages 2 and 3 ef referenced repert refl 
tnterutew with New Yerk Confidential Infermant 


concerntng subject. That part of the interview reperted 
on page 3 states as follows: 


—/ 
Mo 


J Say ece are 


“This meeting with the subject occurred tne 
local hotel, at which tine the subject told the 
informant that Hungary wee in good shape; that 
¢verythtng there was Just fine’, end generally 
impressed the infornant by hte Conmunistioc and 
pro-kusstan views concerning Hungary. The 
informant adutsed thet because Of hte estinate 

of subject, resulting from the above conversation, 
he has never recontacted the subject.” 


Khtle it is clear that tie Statement that subject 
generally tmpressed the informant by hts Communistioc ee 
and pre-kussian views concerning Hungery ts en optrion of iste 
the informant, the report fatls to reflect that the _ Sas 
informant was questioned for further spectftc statements yen 
made by the subject which gave the informart the impreest omic Same 
that subject had Communtstic and pro~Ruastan views concern & “fi 
HURGAPr Ye 
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The Kew York Cfytce ts to set out tz a corrected 
page S any further spectfic tnfornation the informant may 
be able to surntsh concerning hie Conversation wth subje 
that eupports the tnformant's opinion ae reported above, ee 
in the event the tnformant, when interviewed, was requestediet oa. 
to furntsk cddittonal tnforactton te Suppert hts optnton Bete Rae 
and was unable to de 80, that fact should be stated tn Soe 
the report. 
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YI uae ee 4 ‘© CI advised acquaintance with subject. by. 
“4 ahi 4 ¥ ON reputation, and knew him to be. assistant - 
~~ “Sto a professor at Jozsef Nador Technical 
Noy University, of Budapest, Hungary, who” 
joined BELA KUN Regime and probably took. 
om assistant.professors, including subject 
with him. Another CI states that in ee 
in NYC, sucject described Hungary with. — 


approval and impressed informant me , 


Communistic and pro-Russian views, 
who was acquainted with Commissar o - 
Cultural and Educational Affairs in b f. 
Hungary under BELA KUN, does not bID A 
toe Ju” associate subject with that regime. 
¥ Search of Columbia University Library 

records, NYC, for information concerning 
BELA KUN's association with s 


negative. Info concerning in 
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DETAILS: 


| Confidential rnfornent fi of known re- 2 b1D 
liability, advised that he knew th€ subject in this 


country, although he never personally met him either in 
the United States or in Hungary. The informant advised 
thet he knew all of the prominent persons in the BELA KUN 
Regime in Hungary, and that to the informant's knowledge 
the subject was not prominent, although the sige thine 
believed he was an Assistant Professor at the Jozscf!Nador 
Technical University, in Budapest, under one Professor 
RADO-KOVESLIGHETY, who was & Professor of Mathematics<~ 


The informant stated that Professor KOVESLIGHETY 
joined the BELA KUN Regime and probably took his assistant 
professors, including the subject, with him. The informant 
did not know where the subject went after leaving Hungary, 
at the downfall of the BELA KUN Government, although he 
understood that he was later associated with the California 
institute of Technology, Pasadena, California, 
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The informant continued thet jin 195 or_19h64 | 
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| sash j and atthat. | 
tne informant ana 

subject THEGDORE VO. ry to approac 

them. This decision we oes ee: ose din hat LTC 


| the sub ie , : bID 


| according to the informant, 
is a prominent Hungarian, who is well versed in the 
activities of Hungarian Nationals in this country, and 

is friendly with many former members of the Horthy 
Government in Hungary, which deposed BELA KUN. 


Confidential Informant A or known re- br bib 
liability, advised that in 1945 after the subject returned 
to this country from a trip to Hungary, the informant 
contacted the subject on behalf of a local relief society 


KARMAN, should he 
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identified a recent formant of the subject and stated 


NY 65-6747 


for the purpose of learning means of. sending needed supplies, - 
such as sulfa drugs, into Hungary. This meeting with the - -. 
subject occurred in a local hotel, at which time the subject. . is 
told the informant that Hungary was in good shape; that..0.0 2 = 
everything there was “just fine", and generally impressed > ee 
the informant by his Communistic.dnd pro-Russian views Ht 
concerning Hungary. The informant advised that because of 


ce a A 
ae 


his estimate of subject, resulting from the above conversation, |< 


he has never recontacted the subject. Informant advised he 
could recall no further specific statements by subject which 
gave him this impression. He explained his conversation with 
Subject was very brief and occurred six years agce i 


Confidential Informant of known reliability, 


that he was introduced to the subject in Hollywood, California, -:.- 
during 1937, at which time the informant went to Hollywood ES 
on a sociai visit. The informant did not recall the identity © <* 
of the person who introduced him to VON KARMAN, but was tole Te 
that YON KARMAN was an outstanding engineer in what he now eo 
recalls as aeronautics, and that he had held highly responsible  ~. 
positions with the United States Government. This inforrant . a 
is unaware of VON KiRMAN'S present whereabouts, 


Aside from the above social meeting, the informant 
subsequently met VON KARMAN from time to time in various 
qungarian Restaurants, in New York City. The informant 
stated that he never met VON KARMAN in Hungary, and knew 
nothing of his background there, nor could the informant 
recali his name in connection with events during the BiLA 
KUN Regime, The informant indicated, howevep, that during 
this commune he was acquainted with evoReLyCUKacs, the | 
Commissar of Cultural and Educational Affairs, who is also 
a functionary of the present Hungarian Communist Regime. 

ee eases stay See eer eee —_ 

According to infcrmation received at the Bureau from 
the Office of Special Investigations, United States Air 
Force, there was reported to be on file in the stacks at | 
Columbia University, New York City, theses concerning the = 
BELA KUN Coup, in Hungary, which may reflect information . ee 
concerning the subject, | = 
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NY 65-67h7 \ | | | _ ieee) ee 


Special Agent (4) EB noun the bic 
cconcration of the Chief Librarian at Columbia University, 


mad< & thorough search of the records of that university 
library, which included Master and Doctors Degree theses, 
from 1591 to the present time. This scarch revealed no 
thesis on the BELA KUN Coup, in Hungary, nor any information 
which associated the subject with that regime, Howcver, 
four itcms were located during this scarch, which are 

bcing listed for possible future use, 


le. Volume of bound pamphlets entitled, 

—“That is Commui.ism," written by BEL prerace by 
KISHKA, printed in Berlin, Gosudarsf, 1920, in the 
Russien language, translated from Scrman, 


| 2- A book entitled, "Thefiost Burning 
Gucstion - Unity of Action," written by BELA KUN, published 
by Workscrs Library Publishers, New York City, 1934. This 
book has been missing from Columbia Library since August, 
1750.6 | 


a“ 
3. «4 book cntitled, "Otto Bauer's Wee", 
written by BELA KUN in the German language, published by 
Munchen Prometheus - Verlag, 193h, 


he 4 book entitled, “Revolutionary Essay", 
reprinted in the English language from "Pravda", London, 
England, 1918, by BELA KUN. 


A review of the last book listed, the only 
oné of the above list which was written in the English 
languagc, revealed no reference to the sub jccte 


“a search of the general indiccs of the 
Columbia Library concerning the name and known aliases 
of the subject reflected numcrous references to the 
subject as the author of various scientific books and 
papers, but did not reveal any association of the 
subject with BELA KUN or his regime, 
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Confidential Informants 


Guam... (— 
nerally acquainted: 


of known reliability and who are ge 
with Communist activities in Germany during the 1920s, bz 
advised that they are not acquainted with the subject. bID 


Confidential Tntornent of known reliability, 
wno is generally acquainted with G and Hungarian | 
Communist activities during the 1920s, stated that he did 

not know THEODORE VON KARMAN, although he was acquainted 

with many BELA KUN functionaries. 
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liability, advised tha 
communication with one 


ive kh, New York, and one 
an Yew York 21, New York. 


No derogatory information was available in the 
files of the ilew York Office, which could be identified 
with thesc individuals. It was noted, seen that the 2 


Neoe? se ect3 at one 
b1c 


ean. ear Informan 
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contact with a 


anbury, Connecticut. 
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Confider:tial Informant 


Tact during his various associations 
neither had indicated any Co 
pro-nhussian sympathies to hir, 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


mants mentioned in the 
dated 5/21/51 
ecntified es follows: 


contacted by Sh remead 

on May 8 and 9, e 

} Contacted bi ‘i 
on may 9, 195 


renort of Sé 
at Now York, are id 


tactzd by SA 
on May 11 and Iz, 195l. 


ntacted by : 
on May le, 19 e 


a) 
rs 


é requcste 
© kept confidential, 


identity 


Mail cover placcd on the subjectts 
residence at 1501 South Marengo 
Strect, Pasadena, California 


mn the report of SA 
4/27/51, at Los 


Confidential Sourc 
in the report of cA 
4/27/51, at Los angice 


Confidential Sourec | 
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NY 65-677 
LEADS 


TO ALL OFFICES: 


The Bureau has instructed that investigation 
in this case is to be given preferred handling and 
results to be submitted promptly for transmission to 
OSI. ‘further that the fact subject is under intensive 
investigation should not be revealed to persons 
interviewed. 


BOSTON OFFICE 
At Cambridge, Massachusctts 


Will intéervicw 
Massachusetts 


iS reported to be 


For ue information of the Boston Office, by 
tore d i dated May 12,1951, the Bureau authorized thi 


(D 


has becn contacted 


of c New York 


information con- b1C. 


ae .. 2 Close friend of fg 
& confidential informant of this office, 


(Lcad previously set forth in New York 
teletype, May 12, 1951, instant case.) 
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NY 65-6747 


LEADS (CONT'D) 
WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 


At Washington, D5. Cs 


Cr trlCUM 
Washington, D. ©., in nepeschcnamaeal 9 11, 
Wi ureau instructions received in Bureau teletype | 


of May 12, 1951. 


NEW YORK OFFICE 


At New York, New York 


Will interview in accordance bID 
with Bureau authority set for in Bureau letter dated 


ifay 11, 1951. 


Will advise of the return of 
confidential informant from Europe, at which bic 
time the Bureau will give consideration to authorizing an 1 


interview with her concerning the subject's activities, D 


REFERENCE: Bureau letter to Lo 
Report of SA 


4/11/51. | 
u/27/51, at“ 25+ 
Report of SA 


5/3/51, ~ 30 
4U washington, D. C. 


Bureau teletype to New York, 5/7/51. 

New York-teletype to the Bureau, 5/9/51. 
New York teletype to the Bureau, 5/12/51. 
Bureau teletype to New York, 5 Ry 
Bureau letter to Los angeles, 5/11/51 


b1c 


@ <«- 
ee 
< 
' . 


t 
bg PS ae eal : {. 
: ~ i 2 
Pe a - 4 e 7 
a fi : ra 5 _— 


<ECCR DES < 36 
ste Da te: May 22, 1951 
Tos Legal Attache kG" 
Parts, France Po 
From: John &dgar Hoover - Director a 


Federal Bureau of Investigation — 


Subject: THSODORE VON KARVAN, was., 
ve INTSRNAL SECURITY - RB 


zebulet May 9, 1951. 


There are attached atton a copy of 1C 
the report of Special Agen dated April b | 
o?Ty 1951, and a recent photo Ct whitch appeared 
in. the January, 1951, issue of "Time" magagrtne. 


t 


tn 


It wtll be noted that pages 8 and 16 of the attached 
report reflect that subject was Minister of Culture during 
the lela Xun regime of 1919 in Hungary. It wtll also be 
noted on pace 16 that subject ts alleged to have transferréd 


hig Connunist Party membership to the German Comauntst Party 
eflecting th of an‘tnterview with 


after fleeing Hungary during the same year. 
ad ) 4 2 
was apparently ojftetally connected . 


un tn Hungary tn 1919, 
under that 


A reutex of informatton recently recetve 


' Communist recgtmee 


' C | 
a It is reftesteas MBL intervie Me 
i—~. at an early date for t an in hts poss on cOoR@ iS 
. cerning subject's on t AER Fes bazar Final i RE 
y dave of subversive nae 
< ¥e 


concerning any kxnowle 
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~ :and had worked in 
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activity on _— 


s__ ; AthGghents | be, | \%° fr a 
mw - ZAKsmes on ae a : 
=. 106-372586 \¢. 
~— cc - foreign Service Desk ray s 4 wept OK 
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STANDARD FIN 0D. G4 ; . 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
| o. 2 


AR. Aw He BELLGNT (| ; DATE: way 15, 1951 


= : & | ran 
von Ve Po KEAY. OT! « ve : 


TO 


\ awe SESW ) cus : 

eae TEEODORE VON <ARLAN RiL INFORMATION CONTAINED, _ Co wpe 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 2 NE ES, 

A a GDS: =f se 

Mohr. . aie 


theodore von xarman is presently Chairman of the ~~ 
Sctentific advisory Board oj the air Force and an tnvestigation 
has been conducted by the Bureau, assisted by the Atr Force, 
which has cetermined that he was Linister oj Culture in Eungary 
during the Communist Bela jun regime some 32 years ago. fhe Bu 
ts présently cenducting an internal security case concerning Von-Xarman 
ana this inuestigation has, te cate, failéd to develop any current bIC 
yj 


activities which wouid indicate Yon Zarmcan is engaging in espionage. 
Inquiries in this case were made in Europe by CSI. Von i 
sorman, on Kay ih, 1951, returned to his office in the Pentagon | 
Buileing, contacted the Yice Chief of Staff oj the dir Force, and « hey 
acuisea hin thet while in #urope he hac cetermined thct he was being - 
investigatec by the sir Force. Yon Karman advised the Vice Chief 
of Staff thet ke had not belonsed to the Communist Party in Germany, 
where he went a,/ter leaving Hungary, but asparently cid not volunteer 
any information concerning his connection with the 3ela Xun regime in 
Eungarye 


ae 


of CSl, hes suggested that inasmuch as 
Von Xarman 1S now aware the investt ation weing made concerning 
him that tt wouid in ell probability be advisable, if the Burecu has 
nc objections, to interrozate on xarzan at this time in connection: 
with py to knoun Communist connections. In this connection, 
noted that tits investigation is, of course, within 
riscdiction but that this case is ( the most 
tmportant case CSI has at this time and 
b1C aeoprecicte it i; the Bureau woule allow 


G 
eS” 


on - 
Lnterroyation of Yon Karman. It was noted by that. 
ts familiar with the Yon Xarman case and its ramifications in . 
pew #e ts also familiar with Yon Xarman's work and relationship 


with the air Force. . eis 
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It ts rectmmendec that special, agen of tne 
sashington rteld Cffice, be destgnatec to interrosave "cn xcarman 


a] 


- UR Be ats 
\ ‘ Ee abe 


ae te am ee & 


tnasmuch o EE .. previously handled this investi I 
the washing area, and tt is further recommended ‘no ili, 
of CSI Feacquarters, be al qd to stt in on the interrogation as | 
suggested el Such tnterrogation would not interfere 
with the presen vgation oj Von Karman inasmuch as Von Karman 

ts presently aware that such investigation is being conducted. It 


ts felt that to allow to sit in on this interrogation will... — —. 
[ene eit? further to close liaison between the Bureau and CSI, 


ang will result in the Air Force being completely satisjied with the 
results of this investigation. It will allow the Air Force to cover 
any potnts which may be of interest to the Air Force which would not 
necesscrily be apparent to the Rureau representatives. 


ADDENDUM: May 15, 1951 WAKsmes 


AS you are aware, subject is considered the world's 
leading. aerodynamicist. He has been associated with the Air 
force in an advisory copecety since 1939. It ts noted that in Sf, 
1945, when applyin I 1 Orn 
ave as references 


nvues Egger or of subject is base > fa | biect, 


working 


The Espionage Section agrees that an interview of 
suoject is appropriate at this time as he is aware of the pending 
investigation and therefore little likelihood cuists that he - 
will continue subversive activity if ever so engaged. In addition, 
no allegation has been received that subject is engaged in sub- 
versive activity and as subject is Chairman of the Air Force 
Scientific Adutsory Board, an interview may clarify his activities 
enabling the Air Force to make a determination as to his loyalty. 


It ts noted that subject has been interviewed on 
mumeETOUS OCCaSstons by the Bureau, most recently concerning 
William Perl. At that time subject advised he was completely 
unaware of any subversive activity on the part of Ferl. 


In view of the importance of this tnuestigation to 
OSI, the close relationship which exists between the Bureau 
and that organization d the fact that tt does not appear 
that the presence / ns OSI, @ former Bureau Agent, will 
interfere with our i F ts recommended that the joint 
interview be autiorized. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


i. That #FO be advised of this new development in 
the investigation of subject, and that WFO be instructed 


t ruiew subject and be informed that authorization for 
OSI to be present during the interview has been granted. 


&. That FO be instructed to specifically interview 
subject concerning the allegation that he was Minister of Culture 
under Bela Kun in Hungary in 1919 and that subject be also 
interviewed concerning his knowledge of Connunist Party member-= 
ship - | 
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If you agree, there is attached an appropriate Miu ee 


+S presently under investigation, 
eveal the Bureau's intense interest 


to WFO. 
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BY GURESAU aGEl.US IN Léa. 


w YORUARDIIG COPILS OF OSI FILE 2B SUSIECL iii 


Gi THiS PUi.POSE. LA AVAIT LUNEAU TiSTRUCTICNS PEFORE 
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oo a "TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS", aS 
To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. May 18, 1952 URGENT - BS 
Transmit the following message to: s AC. LOS AWGELES pa: 

WASHINGTON FIELD (BSi) o_fe: 


_ THEODORE Yow KARMAN, WAS. » INTERNAL SECURITY - 8, REBUIES. To 


; 
a © ® x Ij- 
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_ > ; 7 e she 3 
r) aa apt 
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"WFO MAY VIrvren LAST WITH CCPY TO LA, AND #FO TEL MAY SvENTEEY 
LAST. “LA IS TO INTERVIEY SUBJECT IN ACCORDANCE ITH REFERENCED 


BULET. THE PRESENCE (iy OSI, DURING INTERVIEW 


IS AUTHORIZED UNLESS LA RELATIONSHIP,: 7 aTg. NOT b1 Cc | 
CORDIAL AND LA THEREBY OBJECTS. IK SUCH CASE, FULL FACTS 


ARE TO BE FURNISHED BUREAU. INTERVIE IS 70 BE CONDUCTED 7 
BY EXPERIENCED AGENT. SUTEL RESULTS. F 
HOOVER ’ | 


CC: WASHINGTON FIELD (BY SPECIAL MESSENGER) 
CC: WE® YORK (BY MAIL) 


ALY. . | fess 

1 00-372586 ft INFORMATION CONTAINED. 

i ey 5 Mg oe ee 

WAK mes “Y A | |: 

Notes Authority for interview recommended by memo from | : 

Keay to Belmont, May 17, 19 oved b trector. oe 

Same memo also au thorized OSI fa 
SS RESISGLED Counterintelligence Divisi F attend [. os 
ARR" T5983 interview at request of As noted in oe 
Tolscn _ referenced tel, subject departed from ashington on sane 


See . Gate interview requested and authorized. Iti 


Tigges that OSI, at that time, advised Liaison Agent 
ag to_ that s ib would be in Washington for interutew on 
oe May aA gos as he pleases. 


although subject comes and 
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mASKINGTON 7 AND NEW YORK 4 FROM BOSTON 6-16 
DIRECTOR AND SAC —- DEFERRED 
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THEODORE VON KARMEN, WAS, IS DASH Re RENYTEL MAY TWELVE LAST. 
a: INTERVIEW THIS DATE STATED SUBJECT COMPLETELY _ 
INKNOWN TO HIM AND THAT SO FAR AS HE IS AWARE HE HAS NEVER HEARD | 
MENTION OF SUBJECT-S NAME. ys UNACQUAINTED WITH | 
INDIVIDUALS ACTIVE IN CP AT AACHEN, GERMANY, WITH EXCEPTICN OF 
ONE 


REPORT FOLLOWS. 
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| fe Loa Angeles report dated april 275 dsl, 
that subject has bee 
New York, sew York, 


rhe otientiozn of Los Angeles aad n€x York is 
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fork file 127-128). 
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| “CONE WASHINGTON 30 AND BOSTON af NEW YORK a + ae 
| : Be eorron ON CONTAINED 


HEREIN 1S JINCLSSiFI ee. =f 
TATE. 16-97 By ets se 4 
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SIC EETA 
ISR. REBUTEL MAY TWELVE INST. INFO OBTAINED MAY TWELVE hee ial i — 
S STILL IN EUROPE AND DATE OF RETURN INDEFINITE. UR y's 2! 
NYO WILL ADVISE BUREAU WHEN SPECIFIC INFO RE HER RETURN OBTAINED. \/; fy 


ADVISED MAY TWELVE THAT 


m IN VIEW THEREOF BOSTON REQUES- 
FOR ALL INFO RE VON KARMANe FOR INFO BOSTON, 


TED TO INTERVIEW 


bIC 
bit 


HAS BEEN CONTACTED ON 


AND FORMER 
OF NYO AND HAS FURNISHED NYO DETAILED INFO RE 


CONFIDENTIAL BASIS SEVERAL TIMES BY SA 


WHR 4 ci oF tuts OFFICE. RE VON KARMAN, BOSTON REFER REPT “ai 
ete MAY THREE INST, WASH, DC, PAGE SIX, FOR BACKGROUND INFO. - 


Q NOTED FURTHER SUBJECT IS SEVENTYSIX YEAR OLD WORLD RENOWNED a 
ry AERODYNAMIST WHO CAME TO THIS COUNTRY IN NINETEEN THIRTY AND FROM 
ZN NINETEEN THIRTY TO FORTYTWO EMPIPORD ISTRECTOR OF GUGGENHEIM AERO 
a. NAUTICAL LAB, CALTECH, PASADENA, Qt} 4 ED “AS sossifcranr A 
FOR NATIONAL at ORY COMMITTEE FOR " AERONAUSECS AND CURRENTLY IS 


i 29 GUUN 
§ "g “ale! <4y : 
“po PAGE ONE | Top pxo, ae? | 


v1 


PAGE TWO 


CHAIRMAN OF SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD, DEPT OF AIR FORCE, PENTAGON 
BLDG, WASH, DC. AS SUCH HE HAS CONTINUAL ACCESS TO INFO PERTAINING 
TO HIGHLY SENSITIVE AERO RESEARCH. BUREAU HAS INSTRUCTED INVESTIGA- 
TION THIS CASE TO BE GIVEN PREFERRED HANDLING AND RESULTS TO BE SUB- 
MITTED PROMPTLY TO BUREAU FOR TRANSMISSION TO OSI. FURTHER THAT THE 
FACT THAT SUBJECT IS UNDER INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION SHOULD NOT BE 
REVEALED DURING INTERVIEW. FOR INFO BUREAU, NYO HOLDING INTERVIEW 
OF i: ABEYANCE UNTIL BUREAU AUTHORITY RECD. LA ORIGIN. 
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Ail FORMATION CONTABED 

HEREIN iS UNC , 
¢ iA xe 2oBELI 
WASH-AND WFO 1 FROM LOS ANGELES 23 /24/ | 
IRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD DEFERRED bie 


iy, Zn! 


+ THEODORE"VON KARMAN, IS-R, BUFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH THREE SEVEN Two £y4E -/ 
EIGHT SIX. REBUTEL MAY EIGHTEEN LAST. SUBJECT INTERVIEWED MAY TWENTY- 


THIRD INSTANT BY iii AT LA OFFICE IN THE PRESENCE omy bic 
. ee AT WHICH TIME HE ADMITS SUBSTANTIALLY AS FOLLOWS 


CONCERNING HIS AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNISTS BELA KUN REGIME IN 
HUNGARY IN NINETEEN NINETEEN. SUBJECT IN NINETEEN TWELVE WAS APPOINTED 


PROFESSOR OF AEURONAUTICS AT AACHEN, GERMANY. IN NINETEEN FOURTEEN, 
HOLDING A RESERVE COMMISSION, HE WAS CALLED BACK INTO THE AUSTRO DASH 
HUNGARIAN ARMY AND WAS ENGAGED IN AIR FORCE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
UNTIL DESITERGRATION OF THE ARMY IN LATE NINETEEN EIGHTEEN. ABOUT DEC. 
NINETEEN EIGHTEEN, BEING STILL ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM UNIVERSITY OF 

a HE BECAME PART TIME ADVISOR TO EUGENE GONCI, ASST.- SECRETARY OF 
EDUCATION UNDER COUNT" MICHAEL KAROLYI, PRES. OF THE INDEPENDENT 

ae ~ REPUBLIC OF “HUNGARY. GONCI-S SUPERIOR AND MINISTER OF EDUCATION WAS 

gz SIECMEND KUNFI. SUBJECT ALSO THEN GAVE A COURSE OF LECTURES AT THE 

' JOZSEF NADOR TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY AT BUDAPEST. UPON THE SURRENDER OF 

" * THE GOVT. BY KAROLYI TO COMMUNIST BELA CORO de ri Dor 
-GONCI TELEPHONED SUBJECT TO STAY ON IN 5 orrho ee SUBJECT 

: REPLIED THAT HE WOULD TRY AND DID REMAIN. KUNFI AND Oh wee BOTH 

- ‘TEMPORARILY CARRIED OVER BY THE BELA KUN REGIME, BUT REPLACED AFTER 


. ABOUT, WO. MONTHS BY GEORGE eee 9 WHO WAS A COMMUNIST AND WHOSE TITLE 


gE RE 
| wre COr ) oa file 


ce] me 


as > AP 


“as PEOPLES COMMI SSARIATE FOR EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS. SUBJECT CONTINUED 


HIS DUTIES AS QUOTE ADVISOR UNQUOTE UNDER THE BELA KUN REGIME TO BOTH 


KUNFI, GONCI, AND THEIR SUCCESSOR LUKACS UNTIL THE COLLAPSE OF THE 


BELA KUN REGIME AT THE END OF JULY, NINETEEN NINETEEN. SUBJECT WITH © 
THE TITLE OF GROUP LEADER HAD AN OFFICE IN THE MINISTRY BLDG. OF 
BUDAPEST AND HIS DUTIES CONSISTED OF PLANNING FOR UNIVERSITY EDUCATION, 
CHOOSING PROFESSORS AND PREPARING COURSES OF STUDY FOR BOTH SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING. AFTER ABOUT ONE MONTH IN THE BELA KUN REGIME, HIS 
DUTIES INCREASED SO THAT HE WAS THEREAFTER SO ENGAGED FULL TIME AL- 
THOUGH ALSO DOING SOME LECTURING AT THE SAME TIME. WHILE so ENGAGED 
SUBJECT BELIEVES THAT HE RECEIVED COMPENSATION FROM THE BELA KUN REGIME 
AND ALSO WAS COMPENSATED AS AN ARMY OFFICER AND FROM HIS LECTURING. 
UPON THE COLLAPSE OF THE BELA KUN REGIME, SUBJECT REMAINED IN BUDAPEST 
ABOUT A WEEK AND THROUGH FRIENDS IN THE AIR FORCE WAS TRANSPORTED TO 


“VIENNA AND THENCE To AACHEN, LEAVING HIS MOTHER AND SISTER BEHIND. 
‘HIS PURPOSE IN HASTILY LEAVING WAS TO AVOID NECESSARY EXPLANATIONS.» 

_ SUBJECT ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN HIS FORMER AFFILIATION WITH THE BELA KUN 
“REGIME AS PROMPTED BY, ONE DASH INFLUENCE OF FRIENDS AT THE UNIV. OF 
“BUDAPEST WHO PREVALED UPON HIM TO PARTICIPATE FOR THE PRESERVATION oF 
THE + HUNGARIAN SYSTEM OF EDUCATION. TWO DASH HIS OWN DESIRE To PREVENT 
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ee 


PAGE THREE 


THE COMMUNIST INFLUENCE FROM DESTROYING THE COUNTRY-S EDUCATIONAL 


SYSTEM. THREE DASH HIS BELIEF THAT THE COMMUNIST CONTROL WAS ONLY A TEN- 
PORARY THING. FOUR DASH HIS ADMITTED DESIRE TO PRESERVE HIS OWN LIFE, 
THAT OF HIS FAMILY, PRESERVATION OF FAMILY PROPERTY AND FATHERS LIBRARY. 
SUBJECT DENIES ANY PAST OR PRESENT INTEREST IN COMMUNISM, DENIES THAT 

HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE CP UNDER THE BELA KUN REGIME PRIOR OR SINCE, 

AND WAS NEVER ASKED OR REQUIRED BY THE BELA KUN SOVTs TO BE A MEMBER. 

HE HAD NO PERSONAL DEALINGS WITH BELA KUN AND HAD NEVER SEEN HIM. 
SUBJECT STATED THAT HE DID NOT CONSIDER HIMSELF AS HAVING BEEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE BELA KUN REGIME, BUT CONSIDERED HIMSELF RATHER AS AN OUTSIDE 
ADVISOR ALTHOUGH HE HAD AN OFFICE IN THE MINISTRY BLDC. HE NEVER RE- 
CEIVED ANY INSTRUCTIONS TO PUT COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA INTO THE SCHOOLS AND 
ASSOCIATED WITH REGULAR CIVIL SERVICE PEOPLE, VERY FEW OF WHOM WERE 
COMMUNIST EXCEPT AT THE VERY TOP. SUBJECT REMARKED THAT HE ONCE TOLD 
THE BELA KUN AUTHORITIES THAT HE WAS IN AN INDEPENDENT POSITION, WAS 
AGAINST THEIR THEORIES AND THAT SUBJECT WAS CALLED QUOTE MR« PROFESSOR 
UNQUOTE AND NEVER QUOTE COMRADE UNQUOTE. SUBJECT ADDED THAT IF ONE Is 
UNDER THE COMMUNIST REGIME FOR FOUR MONTHS AS HE WAS, QUOTE YoU ARE 
IMMUNIZED FOR LIFE UNQUOTE. SUBJECT STATED THAT HIS IDENTIFICATION WITH 
THE COMMUNIST BELA KUN GOVT. IN NINETEEN NINETEEN HAS NEVER BEEN 

RAISED EXCEPT ON ONE OCCASION IN ABOUT NINETEEN TWENTY DASH TWENTYONE 
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i HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE GERMAN EQUIVALENT OF THE SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY © 
FOR AERONAUTICS AT BERLIN. AT THAT TIME HE WAS QUESTIONED BY ABOVE S$ 


SOCIETY, EXPLAINED CIRCUMSTANCES, AND ALSO EXHIBITED TO THEM A LETTER 
FURNISHED BY ALEXANDER IMRI, MINISTER OF EDUCATION IN THE GOVERNMENT 
SUCCEEDING THE BELA KUN REGIME WHEREIN SUBJECT WAS COMMENDED FOR PRO- 
TECTING THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM OF HUNGARY BY HIS EFFORTS. SUBJECT ALSO 
ADVISED THAT. UPON HIS RECENT RETURN TO THE PENTAGON FROM EUROPE WHERE ~ 
HE LEARNED OF A CURRENT INVESTIGATION RE HIM, HE PERSONALLY CONTACTED 


a ::-: CHIEF, UsS. AIR FORCE, YASH. DeC. AND IN- bIC 


FORMED HIM OF HIS ABOVE ASSOCIATION WITH BELA KUN COVTe SUBJECT CLAIMS 


HE HAS NEVER BEEN APPROACHED BY UNAUTHORIZED INDIVIDUALS FOR SECRET INFO. 


ON BEHALF OF A FOREIGN POWER. ALSO CLAIMS NO FIRST HAND KNOWLEDGE OF 
CP MEMBERSHIP OR SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES 
IT IS OBSERVED THAT SUBJECT WAS 
VERY COOPERATIVE BUT EXPRESSED A DESIRE THAT ANY EMBARRASSMENT TO 
HIM OR THE U.eSe AIRFORCE BY NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY BY THIS DISCLOSURE BE 
AVOIDED. FOR INFO. OF WFO. RECORDS OF LA PUBLIC LIBRARY INDICATE THE 
COMMUNIST BELA KUN REGIME WAS IN POWER FROM THREE TWENTYTWO NINETEEN 
To ‘SEVEN THIRTYONE NINETEEN, WAS GRANTED SAFE CONDUCT BY ALLIES TO ¢ 
GERMANY, REACHED PETROGRAD, RUSSIA ON EIGHT FOURTEEN NINETEEN WHERE 


A RECEPTION WAS GIVEN IN HIS HONOR ON EIGHT NINETEEN NINETEEN BY SOVIET 


OFFICIALS. REPORT FOLLOWS. | 


HOLD 


HOOD 


b1c 


os 
+ -_ 


‘Um « 


To 2. Director, FBI 
FROM : SAC, Los Angeles 
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SUBJECT: THEODORE’ VON KARMAN, was. 
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Rebulet dated May 23, 1951. 


UNITED STAYzS GOVERNMENT 
DATE: June 1, 1951 
NY 
Ge -_ 


In view of subject's detailed explanation of his connection 


with the Communist Bela Kun Kegime in 
interview on May 23, 1951, results of 


1919, as furnished by him upon 
which were reported in Los Angeles 


teletype of the same date, a spot surveillance of the subject is not 


considered advisable, and is not contemplated by this office at this 
time. es 
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DIRECTOR, FBI —s—“_S 
THEODORE VON KARMAN, was., 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ R 


Reurlet June 7, 1951. 


You are authorized to interview “apes 
for any information in her possesston coacerntag b1D4 : 
posstble menbershtp or activity tn the Comnuntet— RE 
Party on the part of subject. eae : | 


The interutew tis to be conducted in a manner. 
that willl not embarrass the Bureau. | 


== 
100-3725e6 & / 


cc - Los a 
KAKsmes 


nN : : a. 
Subject is presently Chairman of the Scientific 
Adutsory Board of the Department of the Air Force. ; 7 
Hie tS being investigated at the request of the Air Force © 
on the basis of an allegation that he was Commissar .. 7 
of Education during the short-lived Bela Kun uUprisinges: |e. 
tn Hungary during 1918 and 1919. . Subject has been inter-. . = 
utewed and he has admitted occupying an official position™: 
tn the Beb Kun Government, but has denied Communist Party 
membership. The original allegation.in, this matter also. 
alieges that subject, after leaving Hungarysin 1919: 
was a member of the run tet Pr PAD = wT s 7: 


noted that 


ae 


orm on MM 27) a 


and has 
rork auring whtcn inter 


been frequently interviewed. =, 
Y NEw -ews she has Ne CT ooperatives= 


tt ts Logical that she. be. interviewed - 


concerning subject 


AA } 


STAND WwW... FORM 600. OS : 


Oj;30é Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 2 Director, FBI | DATE: June 7, 1951 
FROM =: SAC, Wew York 
: Be ener Seer 
SUBJECT: THEODORE VON XARMAN, was; ast. So ns 2 
is - Rk Bp rreeemes eee ne 


(Bufile 100-372586) ee cee ee are eee f2 
om AB 12» TE Lhp~ 
Rebulet 6/1/51. | 


Attached hereto are five copies of a Corrected page 3 4 
to be substituted for page 3 of N.Y. report dated 5/21/51. " s 
Appropriate copies of this page are enclosed for those offices . 
reviewing copies of this letter. 


~ . and Tc ‘ake, LID: 


advised that he does not know THEODOR® VON KaxMAN under his 
\: true name or known aliases, nor could he identify a photo 
“ of subject. He stated that he has a faint recollection of a 
“ professor KARMAN in Budapest who was an old man thirty years 
-' ago and if this individual was in any way connected with subject, 
::; he must have been subject's father. However, he could give no 
<= ° further information concerning this Professor KARMAN, or whether 


he in fact had a son or other relative who could have been 


ae 
MN! -§{dentified with subject. 
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the MIHALY KAROL' 
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- .in March, 1919, 

- government in Hungar 
of BEb& KUN and a number of other Communis ea 18 
"4! pepime. He stated that he was thus well acquainted with the 
arious top level functionaries but could not recall specifically 
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SACL ho were the Commissar or Deputy Commissars of Cultural and 7 D 
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¥ducational Affairs, and definitely did not gacq te subject's 
name with these offices. According to the issue of 
‘amerikai Magyar Nepszava", a Hungaris pO PUate NeUonan c 
published in New York City 
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L2 For the additional information of B oR 
CI advised this offic /S1 that re- . 
- Ic tu 


o NYC from Europe on In accordance wii 
instructions in Butel 5/12/51, the Bur s requested to 7 
bIp advise tnis office if it desires tha be contacted 


concerning the subject. ; | = 
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TITLE: 16) (a! 


THEODORE VON KARMAN 


SYNOPSIS: 


a stated on May 15, 1951, that 
ject 1S unknown to him and he is not 


aware of ever hav 
Subject's name, 


terror initiated’ by the regime succeeding the 
Hungarian Bela Kun Government in 1919, was 
equally anti-Semitic and anti-Communistic, 
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waa intervi Son May 15, 1951, 
no 


t know,VON KARMAN by his true 
name or by the name ef “those aliases which are 
v bio 


‘ known to this office, He stated he was not 
> A aware of ever having heard information regarding 
oe 4 the Subjecte 
UY 
Foe, : at Concerning activities within Hungary foll 
yy (- a the overthrow of the Bela Kun Government ’ 
ee Na . oe the succeeding Social Democrats fo 
yh 1 \ i% politically expedient to institie a reign of 
1% 4 ,4\? wercor which was equally directed 2 cainst Semitics 
A ‘ AS S Communists. This policy. according to 
oe caused hundreds to flee because of the 
ae | Scrimination, and he cautioned that all 
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oe those who fled Hungary at that time could not 
A accordingly be classified as political = 
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New York teletype to Bureau and Boston Office dated May 12, 
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SAC, LOS ANGELES  gune 2, 1951 
DIRECTOR, FBI ae os oe ee 


THEODORE VON KARWAN, waae, 
INTERNAL SECURITY = R 


febulet 5-£2-51. 


There ts attached for your taformatton a copy 
of OSI report dated May 1, 1951, concerning subject. 


Pertinent information which appears tn the ee 
attachment ts to be set out in your next inuestigattyve “3 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


FOIPA 


of Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 


explain this deletion. 


C1 Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no s 


release to you. 
Section 552 

OF (b)(1) 

O (b)(2) 

O (b)(3) 


Cl (b)(4) 
C) (6)G) 
C1 (b)(6) 


O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 


request is listed in the title only. 


C1 (6)(7)(A) 
CI (6)(7)@) 
C1 (b)(7)(C) 
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for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release 
disposition at a later date. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 


Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 
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HANGED: , THEQDORE-VON- N, was., | CHARACTER OF CASE 
Theodore “pe” Karman, Todor $x | + adie | ane 
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| SYNOPSIS OF FACTs: . Dr. THEODORE VON KARMAN interviewed on 5/23/51 and 
: 2 5/29/51 at which time he admittea having been 
_ formerly associated with the Communist BELA -KUN 
goverment in Hungary from March to July, 1919 as 
an Advisor with the title of Group Leader in the 
_ People's Commissariat for Educational Affairs; 
Attempts to explain action as a required matter of 
expediency to help preserve educational system of | 
_ ‘Hungéry;~to preserve his own life and that of his 
family, and to preserve family property. Denies he 
was then or has ever been a member of the Communist _ 
Party or that he has furnished or been requested to 
furnish classified information to any unauthorized 
person. Details furnished and set out. Disclaims: 


any personal knowledge of Co | 

or_subversj i l, 7, 
Lographical sketch 

Of BELA KUN set out. 7 


Former European associates 
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LA 105-863 


I, INTERVIEW WITH DR.- THEODORE VON KARMAN 
i. INTERVIEW WITH DR. THEODORE VON KARMAN = 


Dr. THEODORE VON KARMAN, Chairman, Scientific Advisory Boerd,. 
Department of the Air Force, 1501 South Marengo Avenue, Pasadena, California, 
was interviewed by the wri May 29, 1951 at the Los Angeles 
Office in the presence of .U. S. Air Force, ‘Maywood, . 
California. He furnished substanti e following information efter 
first being informed that he was not required to make any statement whatever 
and that he had a right to be represented by counsel. 


He was born on May 11, 1881 at Budapest, Hungary and received 
his early education there. During 1902-03, he served the required one year 
of military duty in the Austrian-Hungarian Army and then attended Jozecf 
Nador Technical University in Budapest from 1903 to 1906. In 1906 he 
entered the University of Gocttingen at Goettingen, Germany, from which he 
received 2 Ph.D in 1909. From 1909 to 1912 he was engaged as a lecturer at 


the University of Goettingen. 


in 1912 he was appointed Professor and Director of the Aeronautical 
Laboratory at the University of Aachen at Aachen, Germany. In August, 1914, | 
holding a Reserve commission in the Austrien-Hungarian Army, although a 
German citizen, he was cclled back into service where he was engaged as a 
Depertment Head in the Air Force Research and Development Division. He 
held the rank of First Lieutenant and developed, among other things, the 
first helicopter and the first sealed gas tank. He served: in this ca- 
Facity until the disintegration of the Army in late 1918. ~ 


About December, 1918, being still on leave of cbsence from the 
University of Acchen, and because of Armistice conditions it wes 
impossible for him to return to occupied Aachen, he became a part time 
Advisor to his friend EUGENE}GONCI who was then Assistant Secretary of 
Education under Count MICHAEL|KAROLYI, President of the Independent Republic — 
of Hungary. At the same time he gave e course of lectures on feronautics 
at the Jozsef Nedor Technical University in Budapest. GONCI'S superior. 
and Minister of Education was STEGMUND \KUNFI. 


4 ‘Upon the surrender of the Government by Count KAROLYI to Communist 
BELA\KUN in March, 1919, GONCI personally telephoned the subject end re- 
quested him to stay on in his position to which VON KARMAN replied that 
he “would try" and in fact, did remain. 


Both SIEGMUND KUNFI and EUGENE GONCI, who were non-Communists ; 
were temporarily carried over by the BELA KUN regime, but GONCI resigned 
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later and after. about two months, it was believed, . KUNFI was_replaced by 
GEORGEXLUKACS, who was definitely o Comminist, and whose title was People's 
Commisspr for Educational Affairs. LUKACS' immediete assistant was EMERIC 


\{ FOGARABE,. who, of course, was also a Communist. 


a VON KARMAN continued his dut 
regime to KUNFI, GONCI and their succe 
collapse of the BELA KUN government ne 
title of Group Leader in the People's 


des as- Advisor under the BELA KUN 

Ssors LUKACS and FOGARASI until the 
er the end of July, 1919. ‘He had a 
Commissariat for Educational Affairs 


end had an office in the Ministry Building in Budapest. He never had any 


Other title. 


Subject's duties as Advisor 
education and included the choosing of 


consisted of planning for University 
professors and the preparation of 


curricula of study in the Science and Engineering fields in cooperation 
with the universities. After about one month in the BELA KUN regime, 


his former part time duties gradually 
thereafter so engeged full time, altho 
lecturing. . 


While so engaged as fédvisor, 


increased so that he was actuelly 
ugh he was also able to do some 


he believes thet he received compen- 


sation from the BELA KUN Government for his services, although he did not 
pay attention to the financial aspect because the money issued by the Com- 


munists was practically worthless. In 


eddition, for some time thereafter 


he continued receiving regular Army pay as an Army officer, and he also 
received compensation from his lecturing. oF. 


ee 


Upon the collapse of the BELA KUN regime, VON KARMAN remained in - 
Budapest approximately one week and then, with the assistance of STEPHEN 


\_FAKLA, an old Army officer friend with 


whom he had served in the Imperial~ 


“AirForce, he was able to leave Hungary. FAKLA wes then stil] an estive 


Air Force officer in 1919 although dis 
Upon the overthrow of the BELA KUN reg 
plene and transport the subject to the 


approving of the Communfst government .—- 
ime, FAKLA erranged to get an army 
Austrian frontier. From there sub- 


ject crossed the frontier with < regular passport and then proceeded to 
Aachen, Germany. His mother and sister reméined in Budapest where they 


continued to reside until 1930. 
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who would follow could well maintain a good government. He returned to 
Hungery in 1921 on a Hungarian passport, had no trouble whatever » end did 
not consider himself as a refugee. = 


VON KARMAN gave the following explanetion ond reesons for his 
connection with the BELA KUN Government: ~ © pe Ae ic 


1. He stated that friends at the University of Budepest prevailed | 
upon him to stay with the Ministry of Education in order to 
' preserve the Hungarian system of education. in this regard he 

pointed out that he was very well known thcre and thet his 
father MAURICE KARMAN had previously been a Professor at the 
University of Budapest until his death in 1915. His-father 
had also been an Advisor to the Minister of Educaetion from 

1909 to 1915 under the Royal regime of Count APPONYT, 


2. He stated that he hed a personal desire to prevent the Communist 
influence from destroying the country's educational system and 
believed thit cooperation could best make this possible. 


3. He stated thet it was his personal belief that Communist control 
of the country was only « temporary and passing influence and 
that conditions would shortly be returned to normal. 


4. He stated also thet it was his personal desire te preserve his 
own life, that of his family, and to preserve the family property 


including his father's large library, and believed that remaining _. 


in the Ministry could best achieve these results. 


Subject claimed also that he was not then nor hes he ever been a 
member of the Communist Perty. He stated that he had never been asked or 


required to be & member of the Communist Party by the BELA KUM Government.— —~_ 


He recalls advising the BELA KUN authorities on severel occasions that he 
was against their theories and was in en independent position. He wes 
therefore called "Mr. Professor" and never “Comrade." In this regard 

VON KARMAN remarked that if one is under 2 Communist regime for four 
months as he was, 2 person is immunized against Communism for life. 


As to BELA KUN himself, he had no personal dealings with him and 
in fact, had never seen him. He had never received eny instructions to 
put Communist propagands: into the universities and his dealings were gen- 
erally with the Civil Service people, very few of whom were Communists 
except et the very top. 
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with" the BELA KUN Government » but considered himsélf rather as having 
been an outside "Advisor" who was “identified" with thet regime. 


_ VON KARMAN indicated that he believed that he had rendered a 
service to his native country. in this regard he pointed out that ofter 
the fall of the BELA KUN Government and his return to any, he had re- 
ceived a personal letter of cormendation from ALEXANDER IMRI, the succeeding 
Minister of Education for Hungary, wherein he wes commended for his efforts 
in protecting the educational institutions of Hungery during that period. 
This letter may still be among his personal effects and an effort will be 
made by him to locate it. =—* 


The subject did produce however a typewritten letter in German 
on the letterhead of Prof. pr. L.] PRANDTIL, Goettingen, Den, dated 
June 23, 1920. It wes addressed to “Professor Dr. v. KARMAN, Aerodynamisches 
Institut der Techn. Hochschule, Aachen," and read as follows, according to 
& translation previously prepared by the subject on his own letterhead. 
A photostatic copy of the above letter is being retained in the files of 
this office: 


"Dear Colleague, 


“Heve my best thanks for your detailed letter of June 16; 
I was especially gled to have the statements concerning ‘the | 
Hungerian matter. I was very glad because I believe that the 
Justification of your way of action will be much more perfectly 
established, than it seemed possible before. I myself know you 
too well to have any different opinion of you; however for such 
persons who are less acquainted with you, it is very useful that 
you have the opportunity to speak up yourself. a. ae 


“I forwarded immediately your st2tement to the W.G.L. 
(Scientific Society for feronautics) and attached a copy of the 
letter of the Hungarian Minister of Education." 


Concerning GEORGE LUKACS, People's Commissar for Educational 
Affeirs under BELA KUN, and with whom Subject dealt primarily, VON KARMAN 
stated that he would be approximately 60 years of age now. Upon the 
collapse of the BELA KUN regime he had returned to the Sovict Union where 
he wes employed at the Soviet Acadeny. According to information contained 
in current Hungarian newspapers, he is now believed to be a Professor of 
Philosophy at the University of Budapest. He is elso reported to be 
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currently in disfavor with the present Communist Hungarian government for | 
not being sufficiently Conmmunistic. . 


As to the other Communist officials in the BELA KUN Government, 
VON KARMAN recalls a Dr. EUGENE|VARGA who wes believed to be Commissar of : 
Economics. In 1945 while in Mostow te attend the 220th anniversary of | 
the Academy of Scfefice of the USSR » he met VARGA et the United States - 
Embassy in Moscow et which time he was then a representative of the Soviet 
Union to a Reparations Conference. : 


Other officials that he récalls only from newspaper accounts of 
that day include ALEXANDER GARBAI, who wes believed to be nominal president 
although BELA KUN of coursé, wes the actual head of the goverrment. GARBAI 
wes in fact a Trade Union Leeder in the Imperial Regime and was’ merely 
brought in end used by the BELA KUN ,Government to rally the people. Also 
in the government were one PUGANY and one ,SZANTO, who were 
Commissars of War and Commerce » respectively. Nothing is known concerning 
them. 


Regerding the position taken by other professors at the University 
of Budzpest and Jozsef Nador Technicel University (where he had been a 
visiting professor from 1908 to 1909, including the period of Communist 
control) subject stated that other professors, names not specifically re- 
celled, also found it necessery and expedient to cooperate with the BELA 
KUN regime in order to preserve the educational system and their own | 
physical property which was being seized and turned over to the peasants. 
He did recall Prof. RADO KOVESLIGHETY who wes Director of the Seismology .. 
Department, who though not a real Communist, also found it necessary to 
cooperate. He was believed to be on the steff of the University of 
Budapest et that time. 


As to STEPHEN FAKLA, mentioned above, subject adviséd thet his - —_ 
present whereabouts is unknown. He last heard from him during 1930-35 
when he was believed to be an Instructor in the Air Force. After his 
return to Germany » VON KARMAN invited FAKLA to the Univers ity of Aachen . 
where he completed his studies and thereafter was his assistant for a 
time. If alive today, FAKLA would be about 20 to 55 years of age and 
would probably be somewhere in the Western Zone of Germany. 


Upon returning to Aachen, Germany in 1919, VON KARMAN continued, 
he resumed his former professorship at the University of Aachen where he 
remained until 1926. In 1926 he made his first trip to the United States 
to the Guggenheim Foundation at Pasadena, Celifornia. From 1926 to 1930 he 
spent considerable time both in the United States and in Germany . 
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In 1930 he immigrated to the United States to become Director 
manne of the Guggenheim Aeronautics Laboratory at the California Institute of - 


Technology, Pasadena, California. bec a citizen in Los Angeles in bIC 
1936. In 1944. at the request of ‘U. S. Army Air — | 
ror<o Iai became Advisor to e ». Alr Force and also be= 
came atrilie with the National Advisory Committee on Aeronautics. He 

is currently engaged as Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board, Depart- 
ment of the Air Force » With an office in the Pentagon Building, Washington, 
D.C. He also is Professor Emeritus at the California Institute of Tech- ° 


nology, Pasadena, California. 


As to the above disclosure of his association with the BELA KUN 
Sedses Government, VON KARMAN stated that he has never made any attempt to conceal 
this matter and believed » in fact, that it was generally known. However, 
he indicated that he had never volunteered this information to government 
authorities in this country, except as hereinafter noted » nor had he ever 
been previously questioned regarding it by anyone anywhere except in Germany 
in 1920-21 when he was associated with “Wissenschaftliche Gesellscheft fur 
Luftfahrt" (Scientific Society for Aeronautics). The President of this 
Society was Prince {HENRY, brother of the Imperial Keiser} WILHELM. At that 
time subject explained the circumstances as given above ‘and also furnished 
them the previously mentioned letter of commendation sent him by ALEXANDER 
IMRI, This apparently satisfied all concerned and no other questions were 
ever raised. At that time Dr. ADOLPH BAUMKER, now at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Dayton, Ohio, was in the 4 Ministry in Berlin, Germany and 
worked with the subject. It is possible, subject stated, that he may know’ 
end recall the circumstances of this questioning and the results. ee 


Subject stated that while in Europe recently he was advised of a 
current investigation of him there by Prof. NICHOLAS} SCHEUBE of the University 
of Darmstadt in the American Zone of Germany. SCHEUBE had been offered a 


ject that he had been questioned by an American officer concerning subject's 
association with the BELA KUN Government in 1919. Von KARMAN explained 
that SCHEUBE had been ea former student of his at the University of Aachen 
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-As to the latter mentioned trip abroad which extended from late 
—— March, 1951 to May 8, 1951, subject stated that it was a combined official 
business and pleasure trip. Oo yO 

He visited Algiers, North Africa where he attended a Scientific — 
Conference. He then proceeded to the Sahara Desert where he inspected a 
French Guided Missle Project. Thereafter he went to Tunis, North Africa, _ 
and Rome, Italy for pleasure. Finally, he proceeded to Paris, France : 
regarding the setting up of en Air Force Research and Development Organiza- 
tion for the combined North Atlantic Treety Nations forming NATO (North ~ 
Atlantic Treaty Organizations). me 


ee ee 


ee ; Concerning the previously mentioned attendance in Moscow in 1945 
on the 220th anniversary of the Academy of Science of the USSR, subject 
Stated that he was one of approximately sixteen United States scientists 
who head been invited. At that time he was already in Europe on a military 
mission. At the conclusion of the conference he then proceeded to Budapest 
to visit his brother and hes not been there since, | | 


Subject stated further that he has never furnished classified 
information to any unauthorized person, American or foreign, and to his 
knowledge has never been approached by any unauthorized person requesting 
such information. In this latter regerd, VON KARMAN claimed also that at 
the above mentioned meeting in Moscow in 1945, VON KARMAN was not only 
not eapproeched for information, but to the contrary, Russian scientists 
were apparently prohibited from contacting him for fear of ‘his attempting 
to get information from then. : 


‘Communist Party members or otherwise engaged in subversive acti 
added thet now aware of such former activit 


b1C 


ndividuals, he was most surprised to 


Of the above mentioned i 
2 j t Party member. Subject admitted having 


learn tha 


elso 
nis ‘investigation, subject'expleined that he 
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had been acquainted with since about 1938 and has known 
socin for the Das OTee Or Town s¥ohets VON KARMANN tdean oF 
&s 


Some Time ago tirst contacted VON KARMAN concerni i 


ubject disepproved and the plan did not materializé - 


Several montn: PO wnoen 2Dprosched him with »asni Sry Ons 


uoyect referred him to The latter, a © 
retired businessman, is now believed by the subjec oD be inancine 
on @ new invention, details of which are not known to hin. : 


Subject explained that his name is now properly designated as 
THEODORE VON KARMAN. On occasions in the past he hes used the name of 


As indicated previously, subject's father MAURICE KARMAN was a 
former professor at the University of Budapest and died in 1915. His 
mother HELEN ceme to the United States in 1930, resided with him in 
Pasadena until her death in 1941. His sister, Dr. JOS [Be KARMAN 
came to the United Stetes at the same time and is currently residing 
with hin, 

His brother nTowoLaus| Kanan, married, about 67, now resides in 
Budapest. He formerly was a vic --president of a bank in Budapest until 


it was nationalized about two years ago and is retired On a small pension. ae ae 


A brother FERENCZ KARMAN, e former high school teacher in Budapest, died 
there in 1940 when about 52 yeers of age. His brother ELEMER KARMAN, a: 
lawyer, died in Budapest in 1925 when about 24 years of age. 


A. ST 
NL 

The following statement, incorporating substantially the above 
pertinent information concerning subject's association with the Communist 
BELA KUN Government, was carefully read and corrected in detail by VON 
KARMAN on May 29, 1951. At the conclusion though he advised that he 
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preferred not to sign it at this time inasmuch as he did not know the. 
legal implications thereof nor did he know the uses to which the state- 
ment might be put. However » he admitted it wes correct “in general", -. 
The statement, in its final revised form, with insertions made by the 


subject in his own handwriting being here underlined, is as follows: 


“Los Angeles » California 
May 29, 1951 . 


"I, THEO VON » make the following voluntary 
statement to SA who has identified himself to 
bic me as a Special AgSent o e Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


I have been advised that I need not make any statement and that 
I have the right to be represented by counsel. 


"I was born in Budapest, Hungary, on May 11,-1881, 
end reside at 1501 Sovth Marengo Avenue, Pasadene, California. 


“Concerning my identification with the Communist BELA 
KUN government in Hungary in 1919, I desire to state as back- 
ground that in 1912 I had been appointed Professor of Aeroneutics 
et the University of Aachen et Aachen » Germeny. In i9lh, holding 
& reserve commission, I was called back into the Austro-Hungarian 
Army and was engaged in Air Force research and development until 
the disintegration of the Army in late 1918. . 


~ 


“dibout December, 1918, being still on leave of absence Bs 
from the University of Aechen, {Pecouse of armistice conditions . 
it was impossible for me to return to occupied Aachen) I becane 
& pert time advisor to EUGENE GONCI, Assistent Secretary of 


Education under Count MICHAEL KAROLYI, who was then President 


of the Independent Republic of Hungary. The Minister of ird- Paes 


ucation was then SIEGMUND KUNFI, During this time I @lso gave 
= course of lectures on Aeronautics at the JOZSEF NADOR TECH- 
NICAL UNIVERSITY at Budapest. 3 


“Upon the surrender of the Independent Government by 
KAROLYE to Communist BELA KUN in March, 1919, EUGENE GONCT tele-~ 
phoned me to stey on in my position, to which I replied thet 'T 
would try,' and I did remain. 


“Both SIEGMUND KUNFI and EUGENE GONCI, who were non- 
Communists, were temporarily carried over by the BELA KUN regime, 
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but GONCI resigned later after about two months ond TI believe 
KUNFI was replaced by GEORGE LUKACS, who was definitely a Com- 
munist and whose title was People's Commissar for Educational 
Affairs, 

| “I continued my duties as. Advisor under the BELA KUN 
regime to both KUNFI, GONCI, and their successor LUKACS until 
the collapse of the BELA KUN Government near the end of July, 
1919. I had a title of Group Leader in the People's Commissariat 
for Educational Affairs, and had an office in the Ministry Build- 
ing in Budapest. — ~ | 


"My general duties consisted of planning for University 
Education and included the choosing of professors and the prep- 
aration of curricule of study in the science and engineering 
fields in cooperation with the universities. After about one 


-month in the BELA KUN regime, my former part-time duties grad- 


ually increased so that I was actually thereafter so engaged full 
time although I was also eble to do some lecturing. 


“While so engaged as advisor, I believe thet I received 


compensation from the BELA KUN Government. .I did not pay atten- 
tion to the financial aspect, because the money issued by the 
communists wes practically worthless. For some time I continued 
receiving compensation as an Army officer and elso from my : 
lecturing. 


. “Upon the collapse of the BELA KUN regime, I remained 
in Budepest about a week and then, through former fellow-officers 
in the Air Force, I was transported near the Austrian frontier, 


passed the frontier with reguler passport and then went to Aachen. 


My reason in leaving was not because of_fear for my life er 
liberty but to return to my work in Acchen and also to avoid a 


lot of explaining that might have been required. 


"My reasons for working with the BELA KUN Government 
as indicated above are as follows: ° 


"(1) he influence of friends at the University of 
Budapest who prevailed upon me to Stay with the Ministry in 
order to preserve the Hungarian system of education. 


"(2) My own personal desire to prevent the Communist 
influence from destroying the country's educational system. 
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: "(3) My personal belief thet Communist control of the. 
Country was only a temporary condition. _ —% 


"(4) My personal desire to preserve my own life, that 
of my family, and the preservation of family property, including 
ny father's large library, —- - . SEA ene eee ee, eek 


"I desire to state that I wes not then nor have I ever 
_ been a member of the Communist Party. I was never asked or re- : 
quired to be a member of the Communist Party by the BELA KUN - 
Government. I recall advising the BELA KUN authorities on 
several occasions that I was ageinst their theories and was in 
én independent position. I was therefore called 'Mr. Professor! 
and never 'Comrade.' In this regerd, I wish to add that if one 
is under a Communist regime for four months as TI. wes » you are ~ 
immunized against Cormunism for life. os 
"I wish to state also that I do not consider myself : 
es having been associated with the BELA KUN regime, but consider 
myself rather as having been en outside advisor who was ident- 
ified with that regime. TI had no personel dealings with BELA KUN, 
and, in fact, never saw him. TI never received any instruction to 
put Communist propaganda into the universities and my dealings 
were with reguler civil service people, very few of whom were 
Communists except at the very top. eo 


"I also desire to add that I have never furnished 
classified information to any unauthorized person, American or 
foreign, nor to my knowledge have I ever been approached’ by any 
unauthorized person requesting such information. 


"I have read this statement consisting offour typewritten ar 


——— 


pages. After having had ean opportunity to make any corrections, 
edditions, or deletions, I have initialed each page end voluntarily 
Signed below. s% 


n~ 


. 
“Witnesses: 
ae 


“On May 29, 1951, Dr. THEODORE VON KARMAN reed ana corrected the 
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above statement, indicated that it was correct’ generally, ee 
although he preferred not to sign it at this time. * 


WNC el 


cial Agent, FBI, Los Angeles °™ 
| tee = 4 ot 


II, IDENTITY OF BELA KUN 


The following information ‘was obtained from literature on file - 
at the Los Angeles Public Library. . 


The 1948 edition of Webster's Biographical Dictionary published 
by G. C. Merriam Company, Springfield, Massachusetts, contains the following 
biographical sketch of BELA KUN: "KUN, BELA. 1885- Hungarian-Jewish 
Communist; born in Transylvanie. Journalist in Cluj; fought in Austrien 
Army in World War; captured by Russiens (1915 ); became Bolshevist; sent to 
Hungary (1918) by Communist leaders, headed Red News (1918-19); organized 
Communist revolution in Budapest (1919); succeeded KAROLYI 2s Premier 
(Merch 22 to July 31, 1919); introduced radical changes in government; 
feiled to control Slovakian peasants. In counter revolution was defeated 
with aid of Rumaniens (1919); fled to Vienna and later (1920) to Russia; re- 


appeared in Vienna (April 1928), briefly imprisoned, and deported to Russia." 


The Statesman's Year Book of 1920 published by MacMillen Company, 
New York, contains the following information regarding the historicel aspect 
of the above pertinent period in the Hungarian Government: "on October .31;- 
1918, 2 revolution broke out in Hungery with the object of establishing a | 
Republic and making the country independent of Austria. On November 13, 


1918, King CHARLES issued e letter of abdication and on November 16, 1918 


Hungary was proclaimed an independent Republic (Hungarian People's Republic) __ 


oF 
. 


or which Count MICHAEL KAROLYI became Provisional President. ~ 
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The New International Year Book of 919 published by Dodd, Mead 
and Company, New York, indicated that on March 22, 1919 the KAROLYI 
Ministry resigned and was succeeded by a Bolshevist Ministry composed as | 
follows: President - ALEXANDER ARBAT; People's Commissar for Home Affairs - 
EU ‘LANDLAR$; People's Commis for Finance - BELAVSZEKELY; People's oo 
CommisSoar for Education - SIEGMUND KUNFI; People's Cotmissar for Foreign 
Affairs - BELA KUN; People's Commissar for Agriculture - ‘HAMBURGER . 
Of the above named individuals, subject stated that he had no ‘knowledge 
whetever concerning LANDLAR, SZEKELY, or HAMBURGER. . 


The New York Times of August 3, 1919 reflected that BELA KUN 
resigned on July 31 » 1919 and wes grented safe conduct out of the country 
by the Allies. The New york Times of August 19, 1919 indicated that he 
was allowed to leave Germany in order to proceed to Petrograd, USSR » where 
he arrived on August 14, 1919. a reception was then held in his honor in 
Petrograd by Soviet officiels on August 19, 1919. 


IIT. INTERVIEWS WITH FORMER ASSOCIATES IN EUROPE 
OM ATO IN EUROPE 


A. 


another government agency conducting security investigations ; 
advised on April 26, 1951 that a re presents of that agency had or , 
April 12 and 13, 19: 1 interviewed 


the Georg Auguét Univers ity 
ae Goettingen, GrmMany Min mmcnulori nes Badenweiles, Schwarzwald, 

French Zone, Germany. furnished substantially the following in- 
formation: 


He first became acquainted with the subject in 1906 and has 
corresponded with him frequently until 1945, Upon receiving his doctorate 
degree, subject became e member of the faculty of the Georg August University 
where he remained until about 1913. Subject then accepted the Directorship 
of the Department of Mathematics and Aerotechnics eat the University of Aachen. 


He was then drafted into the Austrian Army and served as’ an 
officer until the war ended; during which time he was in charge of a project 
to develop some type of observation aircraft which would be least vulnerable 
to ground fire. As a result he successfully developed a helicopter before 


the war ended. 


b1p continued that subject accepted the position aS Minister 
of Culture in the Communist Coup under BELA KUN. He believed, however, 
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that subject accepted this position not for political reaesons,- but to aid 

in supervising the educational system in Hungary. Subject. had releted to _ 

him that Communist officials in the BELA KUN Government tried to direct hin 

to make changes in the educational system but thet subject would tell them 

he “would take cere of any changes were there any to be made." Subject was nae 
very independent and would not allow anyone to influence him in the field | 
of education and told MER that they, the Communists, did not understand 
anything about education. : , 


Later, when subject returned to Germany and to the University of - 
aachen, it was brought to the attention of the Ministry of Education in 
Germany that the subject had been 2 member of the BELA KUN Govermment and 
that subject was e Communist. Subject denied ever being e convinced Com- 
munist and produced a letter of praise from the succeeding Minister of 
Culture in Germany. This letter stated that the subject had made no changes 
in the educetional system end praised the subject for adherence to accepted 
principles of education. This letter satisfied all concerned that the 
subject was not a radical Communist and no reference wes made again to the 
subject's activities with BELA KUN... ae 


B. 


also ad 
presently employed as 
Aac Germany, was reinterviewed on April 10, 1951 by a representative... 


of above, at which time he reiterated his previous information to the | 
effect that subject's mother end one VON FAKLA had informed him that the. ~- 
Subject was Minister of Culture under BELA KUN in Hungary in 1919 and thet 
reportedly VON FAKLA hed hel im escape from Hungary after the fall of 

the BELA KUN Government. ded thet on April 1, 1951 » he had 

written the subject a note congratuleting him on his 70th birthdey. ce as 


advised on April 16, 1951 nat TD cocesty of 
aachen, » Germany, hed also been interviewed on April 10, 1951 at 
which time he advised that he hed been acqucinted with the subject from 
1919 until 1933 and thet the subject had been Minister of Culture under 
BELA KUN in 1919. He had become a Minister in the government in order to 


save his rich family from financial ruin. 
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| ‘ IV. “MISCELLANEOUS 5 ete 


> 


GR... » also advised that the records of the Georg August | 
University, Goettingen » Germany, reflect that the subject registered there 

on Novenber 9, 1906, received his doctorate in Philosophy on February 23, ae 
1909, and had been associated as assistant professor to Dr. Prof. PRANDTL " 
from 1909 to 1913. 


advised that the records of the University of Aachen Aachen ; 
Germany, reflect that the subject was employed as a member of the faculty 
On April 1, 1913 and was cerried es 2 member until April 1, 1934. on 
April 15, 1930 he was Given a leave of absence to Pasadena, California. 


dition that he return to ALCHEN and teach one semester ech year. On 
April 1, 1934 subject, on his own request, was released as a member of 
the faculty. 


reported also that the files of the Austrian Ministry of the 
interior} nna, Austria, reflect that the subject served as a First 
Lieutenant in the Austrian-Hungarian Army under the name of Dr. THEODOR 
KARMAN VON SZOLLOSKISTAK during World War I (1914-18) with Aircraft 
Defense and Air Force Replacenent Troops. he 


of known reliz 
been in contact with 
Columbie Universit New York City 
and also 


ste - A ata NE bDject NAC = ently | 


& 


Houston, Texas. 


bic. 


The records of the New Haven ic vering Danbury, Connecticut, 
contain no information pertaining al The records of the Houston 


Office contain no derogatory information concernin 


ont stated that the subject has recently been in correspondence 
with the following individuals: —_ 


1. Washington, D.C. . 
2; ; s Tur oreétory, Cambridge, Massachusetts™~ — 
3. East 202nd Street, New York 58. 

4 Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey. 


f 
it is observed that above, has previously 


been identified in this invest gation. 
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with the 


as also advised that the subject has been in correspondence 
Ollowing who reside abroad: : 


Zurich, Switzerland 

steric, Van der Keen en Waterstaat, Amsterdam, Holland _ 
Torino, Italy. - | 
teborg, Sweden ~ 

Paris 16, France 

Dieburger Str., Darmstadt, Deutschland. 


N.\ SCHEUBE, 


It is believed that the last named individuel above is identical 


with the NICHOLAS SCHEUBE who was identified by the subject at the time of 
his interview as being his former student and assistant at the University 
of Aachen, who recently informed him in Paris of a current investigation 
regerding hin. | 


ENCLOSURE: OSI, District 18, Maywood 


Photostatic copy of a letter in German dated June 28, 1920 
from Prof. Dr. L, PRANDTL and translation of seme, meade 
avéilable by subject. 


PENDING 
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OSI reports by Special Agen | dated 
April 16,-1951 and April 26, 991, OSI file No. 33-9, 


7 , 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE _ 


Mail cover on subject's residence et 
» 88 reflected in the report 


na California 


Avenue 2, 
a 


bic 8 =. 
Ny 
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b1C._. 


1501 South Marengo 
1951 at Los Angeles. 


inte 
De sere 


. bl D 3 the Bureau authorized ile oe with \ 
previously set out in the New York pF 
report of SA dated May 21, 1951. , om 


LA 105-863 : ee : — 


TO ALL OFFICES: 


The Bureau has instructed that this ‘gnvsetiaetdon is to be ae 
preferred handling and the results submitted promptly to the Bureau for 
transmission to OSI, Further, the fact that the subject is under intensive 
investigation should not be revealed to persons interviewed. 


BOSTON OFFICE: 


At Cambridge, Massachusetts: Will review office rec 
nent information regarding the identity and activities of 
MIT, Gas Turbine Laboratory, who recently was in aa a 
W 1e subject. 


or any 


bTC é 


CINCINNATI OFFICE: i 


. 


i 
's associntion with the : 


RUN Perimc 1 the | D 


For the information of the’ Cincinnati Office, this investigation 
is based on information originally furnished by G-2 on September 12, 1950 
to the effect that e« CIC report dated April 1, 1948 reflected that one 
TODAR KARMAN had joined the Hungarian Communist Party in 1918 while an. 
Assistant Professor of Physics at the Jozsef Nador Technical University at 
Budapest, Hungary. When the Communists s2ized power under BELA KUN in 
1919, KARMAN wes eppointed Deputy Commissar of Culturel and Educational 
f£ffairs in cherge of Higher Education (high schools and universities). 
He reportedly remained in this capacity until the BELA KUN Government was 
overthrown in late 1919, after which he fled to Germeny where he settled in 
Aachen. He subsequently came to this country, became associated with the 
Californie Institute of Technology and: during the war reportedly engaged in 
research work in aerodynamics for the U. s. ai ie Air Force. 
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LA 105-863 _ 
NEW YORK OFFICE: == - | | | . +8 
ae. At New York City , New-York: will review office records for any 


pertinent information regarding the identity and activities of B; KLEINMAN, 
eee East 202nd Street. | aero 


a 


caer eh ae owe ee ee ee 


i111 report the results of the Bureau ‘authorized 
previously set out in New York report of SA 
ated May 21, 1951. 


ai: 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE: 
cee cheetah nsecne telat) 


- At Washington, D.C.: Will review office records for a ent 
is informetion regarding the identity and activities - ini 
b7 as. who recently corresponded with the subject. 


. Wili report the res be interview with cere ar 
in accordance wi ureau author- 
b7 C 22ation granted in Bureau lettcr dated May 11, 1951. a 


Ti a2 = ‘t_ the results o: the interview so 
b D in accordance with Bureau author zation 
{ Grantea by Bureau teletype dited May 12, 1951. 


~ 


LOS ANGELES OFFICE: - 2 


ft Los Angeles, California: Will continue to report additional . 
information and activities concerning the subject es furnished by con- . 
fidential informants. 


o> —- am, 
= 
ra 


REFERENCE: Los ingeles teletype to the Bureau pnd Washington Field 
dated May 23, 1951 : 


Bureau teletype to Los Angeles dated Mey 11, 1951 
b1C Report of . April 27, 1951 at 
Los Angeles. . . 7 
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Office Memorandum w~ SOVERNME 
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aT TN we” SOP etre Ba Ong Oe Lee mel le le 


TO  : DIRECTOR, FBI | 

reo Qe SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD | 47599 | “ae 
| FE BSL | SBRE 

SUBJECT: THEODORE VON KARMAN Z. 
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DATE: May 7; 1951 


INTERNAL SECURITY - R ° 1 fe 
(Bufile 100-372586) eae ae 


"a ate’ 4 
. Vw, 


Rerep ‘::-: 5/3/51, Washington, D. C. = 


Iti that the next to last line of the Snyepsis should 
reflect that eni urnishing information re subject to Informant : 
in Europe," instead of as it appears. WFO copies of this report are ng =. 
changed accordingly a is requested that dfices receiving copies of this = 


letter note such change on copies in their files. 
It is further requested that mail in this case diree f WFO bear, e 
the WFO file number, 100~22923. ‘\. 
_ ~ ie 

t , 

kL’ 


/ \ , 
RLS /w1 5 1 


ve ee 


1000-22923 


ce: Los Angeles . 
Baltimore, 
Boston 
New York 


ogee 


: ‘ i 
°, ANS, y 
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STANDARD Fors 10. 64 oe ee: 


TO : Director, FEI. 
BOM + SAC, CINCINNATI 
(2 O 

SUBJECT: THEODORE VON KARMAN, was--—- 


et 


IC 
pW) 


ted 4 


y _. visit friends or rela 


- ce A re ee, 


August 1, 1951. 


5 RR PO a ee OP ee nbn ee, OO ee Bo wee ee 


Office Men: RFE sudan ¢ UNITED SHES 6 


INTERNAL SECURITY - 2 
(Bufile 100-372586) 


Reference is made to the report of SA 


Les Angele 


not 
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ves, 


a en aes Ss 


return 
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Ss presently on 
;until on or about 


supervisor at that 


has gone to someplace in Colorado 


end t hat uvnon the arriv t his 
destination, he will furnish his address to 


his 
cc: 


BDS 


Unless otherwise 
return 


Los Angeles (105-863) 
3 AH 


65-1145 
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-- THE FOREIGN SERVICE ~__ 
OF THE § 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


American Embassy cece 
2 Avenue Dcsadeedn ae pe 


acti aed 


Date: June 25, 1951 
To: Director, FBI 


From: L Legal — ; Paris 


rh 


: Subject: THEODORE von KARMAN, was. ~ aie 
: INTERNAL SECURITY - R ~ 


ReBulet May 22, 1951, reouesting this office to intervie 
for any information in his possession concerning the above 
was reportedly an official connected with the Communist pe of 
in Hungary in 1919, 


Accordingly, was inte 
- of the subject was e ited to him and 


b1D Neither if 


nor was he able to sa 
the BELA KUN regime. 
THEODORE VON KARMAN was an 


wed _on June 14, 1951. A photograph: 
was unable to identify it. = 


know anyone by the name of THEODORE VON KARMAN, - 
individual by that name was connected with... 
stated that he doubted very much whether one fe 
official during the BELA KUN regime in |=: 

1919 for the reason that he, himself was a young officer in the © “* Es 
Hungarian Army in the BELA regime and he did not recall anyone by the ~ 
name of YON KARMAN. If the subject n an important personality in 
Hungary during that poraees it is contention that he would certa- 
remember him. . | bl el 
Reliable and established sources in th 

have been recuested to furnish this office with 
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18 AND WFO FROM LOS ANGELES. 12 4-21 PM 
IRECTOR, SAC DEFERRED _ 


THEODORE VON “ARNAN, WAS, IS DASH Re BUFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH THREE © 
SEVEN Two FIVE EYGHT SIxe SUBJ NOW REPORTED To BE IN THE EAST vad L 
TO ATTEND A REGULAR MEETING OF THE SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD aT 

WANGTON, AND ALSO TO DELIVER A COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS AT AN UNNAMED 
NEW ENGLAND UNIVERSITY. ABOVE FOR INFORMATION ONLY. REPORT 
COVERING INTERVIEW ITH SUBJ BEING SUBMITTED. : 
HOOD 
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FROM WASH DC 


GELES 12 
DEFERRED 


LOS 
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THEODORE VON KARMAN, WAS, INTERNAL SECURITY DASH R. 


; : 


SUBMIT REPORT IMMEDIATELY. 


TWELVE LAST. 


HOLD PLS 


TION CONTAINED 


IS UNCLASSIFIED 


Rat MORN’ 
PEIN 
DAT 


. 


week ym ete oe 


ww as -@ 


ave 


. 


—_ 


7.20 2 Director, Fi i, DATE: *y 9, lyol 


tte om 


sac, Los Anreles : 2 : 
@! : 


. ! 
ener ZARMAN 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bufile 100-372586) 


be 


| Reference is made to the report a :..-: Jane 13, 1951 
in the above captioned matter. 


. It is recalled that upon subject's recent interview he carefully corrected 
and emenced a prepared statement of his association with the Comaunist Eela 
“un Government in Hungary in 1919. ie admitted that the facts contained therein 
were true but he declined to sign it "at this time”. he indicated that he 
desired “to think the matter over", and agreed to advise this office later 
of his final decision, It was pointed out that this was ourely a voluntary 
matter on his part and tnat it was entirely his orivilege to sign or to cecline 
to sign this statement. however, 4 definite expression of his ultimate choice, 
whatever it might be, would be svnreciated in the immediate future. To aate 
the subject has not contacted this cffice. 


A contemplated recontact witn the subject as to his voscible oversisht 
in this matter is currently veing delayed in view of tne sucden Geath of his 
sister, JOGSsPHINE DE KaRVAN, on July 2, 1j5l as 4 resuit of a heart attack. 
It is felt that the subject should not te contacted at this time cecause of 
these personal circumstances. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG ATION 


THis caseEoricinATEDAT LOS ANGELES | BS ee a | } - 1 t age 


REPORT MADE AT 


BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


| aes 
THEODORE Vow ‘KARMAN, was. 
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AT CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS: af. 


of known reliability, 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology Gas ine Leboratory, Cambridge, fies FS 
Massachusetts, had necentty communicated with the h2 ed FS 


Ah 


: AY Ae 


Subject. 


MeleTe, informed SA 
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PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND [TS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE: fi 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 2 oe 


es E& FAV TORY Tee SOteTer = neETFe ce eranre_e 


OPCA-20 (12-3-96) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


A Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 


fi Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 Section 552a 
O ©) OO (\(7(A) O a) 
O 2) O 7B) O G02) 
O 03) A womo O «(1) 
A (b\(7)D) O (kK) 
O O76) O W@) 
O oF) Oo @4) 
O (4) O (8) O 6) 
O 5) O )9) Oo W6) 
O (6) Oo «7 


f Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 


C Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You wili be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. Yeu will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 


Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


xf The following BY. is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


XXXXKKXKKKXXKKAKK 
X Deleted Page(s) Xx 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page Xx 


XXXXXX FBI/DOJ 


INFORMANTS 


BS 65-1858 


‘ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Referenced rep 
interview wi 


Boston Office report results of the 
It is no nis 4 ion was 


previously reported in the xeport of SA Gated at 

Boston 6/8/5le 

It is note was investigated under the L C 
Atomic Energy Program in 1948. The Bureau is bejme advise 1S 7 


fact by separate letter. The ory i 
was taker from the Report of SA 
Massachusetts May 10, 1948, en 
information credited to 
Personnel Security Ques 


WwW F $ 


7, 


4, mail cover on Subject's 
residence at 1501 South Marengo 
pz Avenue, Pasadena, California, 
as set forth in referenced re- 
port. 


REFEREE: Report of SA dated at p7C 
Los Angeles » entitled “CHANGED: 


THEODORE VON KARMAN, wese, INTERNAL SECURITY - R". 


ay 
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“. | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: : | 
g' ¢) Confidential Informants —— 
ca Rs advise they are not acquainte AGEN | 
Pn subject. 5B. KLEINMAN apparently reg. REC'OLS 
2 08S we Sdentical to ISABELLE KLEINMANN, aka REF'},.,-“7— 
| joc Seine 4 BELLE KLEINMAN. No derogatory = Bhp 
a e Abe information available. Ce. | - 
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DETAILS: Confidential rncornant of known reliability, who is: 
| acquainted with the activities of the German Communist _~ 
Party in Surope during the 1920's, advised he is not acquainted <= 
with subject and doubted that subject held a prominent position ores 


was otherwise active in the organization during the above period. a 


ae 


Confidential Informant of known reliability, ,who 
was personally acquainted with top runctionaries of the BELAYKUN ca 
regime in Hungary stated he does not know THEODORE VON KARMAN under-* 
his true name or known aliases, nor could he identify a photograph -° 
of subject. He stated he has a faint recollection of a professor = 
KARMAN in Budapest, who was an old man thirty years ago and if this -. 
individual was in any way connected with subject he must have been ®: 
subject's father. However, he could give no further information “= 
concerning this Professor KARMAN, nor did he know if he had a son ~. 
or other relative wo could have been identical with subject. 2 


> | This informant said that he had occasion to be well 4 
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NY 65-6747 


acquainted with BELA KUN and his various top level function: — 
aries and, while he does not now recall who hela the position  ==% 
of Commissar or Deputy Commissar of Cultural and Educational ery 
Affairs, he definitely does not associate subject's name with oe 
those offices. 


The Los Angeles Office has advised that one B._ a. 
ALEINMAN , 222 East 202nd Street, New York 58, New York, has 
recently been in correspondence with subject at his home, 
1501 South Marengo Avenue, Pasadena, California. Discreet in- 
quiry at the above address revealed it to be the residence of 
MORTINGR V.XKLEINMANN and his wife ISABELLEADZINMANN, also 
known as BELLPKLEINMANN. They are an elderly couple who 
have resided at this address for several years and bear a good 
reputation. No sdentifiable information concerning MORTIMER 
Vv. KLEINMANN or ISABSZLLE KLEINMANN is available in the files 
of the New York Office. 
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be on 7/2/51. 
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6/4/51. 
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: To advise you of tne status yg be 
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untverulewed concerning subject. . 


It ts also recommendeg 


) mM £ yf 


even though taey may be : 
sho injormatton concerning subject. 
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3 SES: 
: Personal History | Se 
‘ Subject is a worlc-rencuned aerodynanicist, oe 
born 1&61, iiuagary; entered the United States in 1930; “e 
naturalized - 1956; employed as director, Gugcenhein —- 
Bs 4eronakical .tesearch Laboratory, California Institute ae 
- EA's Of ecinaclogy, 19SC to 164£; also em-loyed as full- . ge 
.  FRE5 time Consultant for Air Force, 1342 to date. subject's 
age sreseny oyjicial position is Chairman of Air Foree 
i, ocrentijic Advisory 20ara and maintains oy fices bn 
aig the rentagon. SUD JECT naS continual access to highly 
Sis. Sensitive air research information. je presently resides 
Pi@ at fcsadena, Calijornic. . 
ae ae | Basis jor Investication 
. inuestication of sudject wis becun Narch ld, 
1951, on the basis of a G-£ report which alleged thaw 
: Subject was Commissar of Culture under the short-lived 


Bela nun Communist Government of iiuncary in 1919. 4 
further basis was information in Bufiles which reflects a 
subject nas associated closely in air research with known 
Conmuntst Party members and with silliam Ferl, a known 
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